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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE COUNTY OF LONDON Development plan for the next 
20 years will be considered by the L.C.C. on Tuesday. An 
illustrated outline begins on p. 820 


SEVERE CRITICISM of the plans for the proposed new ward 
block at Greenock, which was illustrated in our issue of Novem- 
ber 30, is made by an architect correspondent. p. 823 


PREFABRICATED timber house sections may be imported to 
Scotland from Sweden or Finland under a scheme now being 
examined by the Secretary of State for Scotland. p. 831 


REPORTS of the New Town Development Corporations in 
England and Wales have recently been published. Concern is 
expressed by some of the New Towns that, owing to the high 
cost of building, the rentals of the houses they are putting up 
are beyond the means of the families they hope to attract. p. 833 


SIR HARRY SELLEY, president of the Federation of Master 
Builders, was 80 years old on December 9, and the Federation 
gave a celebration luncheon on the following day. p. 843 


AN APPEAL to local authorities to exercise to the full the dis= 
cretion given to them by Mr. Macmillan to grant 50 per cent. 
of their allocation of houses to free-enterprise builders and to 
refrain from compulsorily acquiring or requisitioning land, was 
made by Mr. Stephen Hudson, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, when he spoke at 

Bournemouth recently. p. 843 
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BRAKE ON THE NEW TOWNS 


HROUGH the reports of the New Towns (referred to on 
T another page) runs the recurrent theme of the effect of 
high building costs upon house rentals. Newton Aycliffe, 
Welwyn and Hatfield all express concern that the rentals 
of the houses they are putting up are beyond the means of the 
families they hope to attract. Welwyn make the point that 
relaxation from strict adherence to prescribed room areas is 
possible without lowering standards of housing in any material 
detail.. Hatfield go further in saying that “ rigid adherence 
to Housing Manual figures must rule out any skill shown by 
the architect and so does not allow an opportunity for any 
reduction in the capital cost of the house.” 

We stand. by the advice tendered last week to the Minister 
of Housing to reconsider room areas for all authority hous- 
ing. If it is thought undesirable to recall the Dudley Com- 
mittee, then the Minister can call upon Sir Miles Mitchell’s 
Central Housing Advisory Committee for a fresh assessment. 
Scotland, in the design for timber houses just issued-to housing 
authorities, has taken the realistic course of slightly reducing 
bedroom areas, a course which, in the words of the Secretary 
of State, is ‘‘ in present circumstances fully justifiable.” Mr. 
Macmillan seems prepared to give in some directions a full 
measure of trust to local authorities ; why, it is asked, does 
he not go the whole way and allow them to decide the size of 
house they require? The existence of the Architects’ 
Registration Council and the National Housebuilders Regis- 
tcation Council offer adequate safeguards against a reduction 
of real standards of design and construction. 


THE MODE IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS 


ET another Building Bulletin* has been published by the 
Ministry of Education. Its subject, like that of Building 
Bulletin No. 1, is the Primary School, but its approach is new. 
Instead of discussing principles, it analyses 20 school plans, 
draws general conclusions from its examination of them, and 
accompanies each with a critical commentary. 

The authors of the Bulletin set themselves high and rigorous 
standards, expressed in an admirable definition published in 
1885 : “‘ School planning is the science of thoroughly adapting 
every part of a building, even the minutest detail, to the work 
of school teaching.” ‘They reaffirm also the doctrine put 
forward in Bulletin No. 1, that children themselves, their 
needs and work, are the basis of school design, and claim that 
the Bulletin deals with educational function, disregarding 
aesthetics, economics, and structure. 

It should be said at once that these objectives are not 
attained ; it is doubtful, indeed, if they were seriously 
attempted. The Bulletin favours throughout a type of school 
plan exhibiting the latest architectural fashion—to which one 
of our contemporaries has given the fascinating name of 

“ spatial intricacy ”—and tothis fashion all other aesthetic 
qualities, to say nothing of the child’s interests and the 
teacher’s convenience, are if necessary cheerfully sacrificed. 
It is continually insisted, for instance, that classrooms should 
all be different. But ‘should they ? The primary child 
rarely has to see any classroom but his own, and when he 
goes up to the next class is probably reassured rather than 
disappointed if his surroundings are much the same as those 
he has just left. Again, any rectangular room or hall is 
always described as too formal. Young children may not 
express their preferences in words, but the houses they draw 
are nearly always neatly balanced with four windows and two 
chimneys, an axial doorway and garden path. An architecture 
truly based on the needs of children might prove surprisingly 
conservative and symmetrical. 

The authors of theBulletin show more insight when, with 
Mr. Summerson, they say. that small alcoves and recesses 





* Building Bulletin No. 6. Primary School Plans. Ministry of Education. 
H.M.LS.O., 2s. 6d. 
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increase the infants’ sense of security. But is it then con- 
sistent to urge that the assembly, entrance and dining halls 
should be merged into one space, subdivided, if at all, by 
sliding folding screens ? The scale thus achieved is hardly 
aedicular. The educational value of these halls is greater if 
they are separated—except where individually they are too 
small for free movement—because “two or more classes can 
then use them without mutual interference ; here again the 
Bulletin is more concerned with spatial effects than with what 
the child and teacher need. It is urged, once more for 
aesthetic reasons, that all stores should be entirely open to the 


hall or classroom. Few teachets will agree ; human nature . 


demznds facilities for the concealment of distracting toys and 
models and for the quick disposal of untidinesses. Domestic 
scale is another recurring theme of the Bulletin. But a 
school is, after all, not a house ; the scale of cloakrooms and 
lavatories will in fact be smaller than usual ; but there is little 
point, for instance, in lowering ceilings in classrooms to achieve 
intimacy if it is necessary to make up the daylight so lost by 
means of that most undomestic feature, roof glazing. 

Even where recommendations are made on practical or 
economic grounds they are not always acceptable ; the 
reasons for providing separate entrances for infants and 
juniors, for instance, are better than the authors of the Bulletin 
suppose. With more justification, they argue that the main 
hall should be planned as closely as possible to all the class- 
rooms, since it is in continual use as a teaching space and is 
not intended merely for formal assembly once a day. But 
was it necessary to castigate three times on the same page one 
unfortunate architect who separated some of his classrooms 
from the hall by a corridor about the length of a cricket pitch ? 

Taken together, the Ministry’s criteria encourage a con- 
ception of the school plan exactly the opposite of that current 
immediately after the war. Instead of-a spine with the 
assembly unit at one end and with blocks of classrooms or 
lavatories joined on like ribs, the Ministry now visualises a 
central assembly complex with closely grouped classrooms 
and lavatories budding from each corner. ~The earlier 
schools were perhaps too rigid and’ mechanical in form, 
tended to extravagance in site, circulatory space and external 
walling, and dutifully observed the best aspect. The new 
conception produces a plan so diversified that it lacks form and 
clarity ; so compact that problems of lighting, of ventilgtion 
and of mutual interference between classes will often arise ; 
and so unrestricted in aspect that any room receiving some 
sunlight during the day is considered satisfactory—a plan, 
in fact, already half way back to the central hall scheme of 
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the Victorians. As with a fundamental change in women’s 
fashions—from war-time costume to the New Look, for 
instance—the characteristics of the new reverse rather than 
correct those of the old. In itself this is unfortunate ; the 
post-war schools were good in their way, and architecture, 
unlike fashion, progresses more happily by small changes than 
by violent oscillations. Informality, variety, even spatial 
intricacy, are welcome where they arise naturally from the 
requirements, but to demand them everywhere in every 
school is the shortest way to a reaction towards severer modes. 
The worst danger in the Ministry’s New Look is that, imposed 
by a form of dictatorship through persuasion akin to that of 
the great dress designers, it may exclude other fashions that 
might be more practical; more economical, and more comely. 

Apart from the question whether the Ministry’s criticisms 
of the 20 plans in the Bulletin are firmly based, there remains 
a wider issue : is criticism of individual plans ever justified 
in an official publication ? The critic in an architectural 
journal must rely on his own prestige, his public is mainly 
professional and his victims have the chance to reply ; the 
Bulletins, on ‘the other hand, circulate widely among the 
educationists who represent the clients or employers of the 
architect, they carry the weight of the Ministry’s authority, 
and any answer the architect may have cannot in the nature of 
things receive the same publicity as the original criticism. 
A Director of Education’s recommendation for the employ- 
ment of a private architect, or his confidence in the County 
Architect, might well be affected by the feeling that criticisms 
in a Building Bulletin showed him to be an indifferent designer 
or at least one whose ideas were unwelcome to the Ministry. 

It is surely undesirable for a government department to 
incur the slightest suspicion that its influence may be used to 
the detriment of individual architects; in this respect the 
position is unchanged even if each architect—as presumably 
happened in this case—agreed beforehand to be criticised. 

It is disappointing that this publication should have fallen 
so sadly below the objective standards of the recent Bulletins 
on Building for Secondary and Further Education. In 
fairness it must be conceded that much of the advice it offers 
is unexceptional, nevertheless as a whole it is a guide to an 
easy passage through the Ministry, not to the best way of 
planning a school. The Ministry has yet to realise its duty 
of truly explaining to architects the strategy and tactics of 
our advance, the needs of the educationist, teacher and child. 
Propaganda for an aesthetic fashion thinly disguised as child 
psychology and educational theory is worse than useless as a 
contribution to the fulfilment of that duty. 





THE CASTLE PRESTRESSED CONCRETE FOOTBRIDGE, xcnaioai coherent 





The first prestressed sensu cantilever 
bridge in the United Kingdom was 
opened at Shrewsbury on November 20 
by the Mayor of Shrewsbury, Councillor 
A. H. fones, 7.P.. The new footbridge, 
spanning the Severn, is 247 ft. long. It 
is pivoted on the pters of the old foot- 
bridge, which are 150 ft. apart, and has 
a centre 60-ft. suspended span supported 
on roller bearings. 


The bridge was built for the Shrews- 
bury Borough Council (borough surveyor, 
Mr. F. R. Dinnis, AMICE, MIMun.E, 
AMTPI) by Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction; Ltd., in six months. By using 
the prestressed method, the quantity of 
steel for reinforcing was reduced by three- 
quarters, and there was also a very con- 
siderable saving in concrete. 


Taylor Woodrow were responsible for 
the original conception of the design and 
acted in collaboration with T. P. Bennett 
and Son, consulting architects, and the 
Prestressed Concrete Co., Ltd. (London), 
with L. G.. Mouchel and Partners as 
consulting engineers. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE A.I.A. GOLD MEDAL 


THe Gotp Mepat of the American 
Institute of Architects, its highest pro- 
fessional honour, will be awarded in 1952 
to a French architect, M. Auguste Perret, 
outstanding for the buildings he: has 
designed in reinforced concrete. The 
award will be made in person during the 
annual convention of the Institute to be 
held in New York from June 24 to 27 next. 


One of the handful of architects who 
have achieved world eminence, M. Perret 
is now 77 years old. He is currently at 
work upon some of the most ingportant 
French reconstruction projects. M. Perret 
last visited the United States in 1949 
when he was received with honours at 
leading architectural: schools, and visited 
another A.I.A. gold medallist, Mr. Frank 
Lloyd Wright, at his Wisconsin home.. 
An exhibition of Perret’s work was shown 
in New York and Chicago in 1950. 


MR. MAUFE HONOURED 


Tue Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn 
has honoured both the recipient and 
itself by making Edward Maufe an 
Honorary Master of the Bench. Mr. 
Maufe is architect for the rébuilt hall and 
has designed the buildings which will 
replace the Inn’s property destroyed in 
the blitz. As he is already an honorary 
member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
his future, should he ever abandon archi- 
tecture, would seem to be secure. 


Gray’s Inn, having sien to themselves 
a fine architect, in Mr. Maufe have also 
acquired an excellent companion with a 
nice sense of humour and a fund of 
stories. One which he tells against 
himself relates to his first appearance 
after election at a dinner of the Royal 
Academy. Arriving when the company 
was already seated, he said to the presi- 


dent: ‘I must apologise ; I’m Maufe.” 
‘““What” exclaimed the President, 
“already ? Why, you’ve only just 
arrived!” . 


HOUSING CENTRE DISPLAYS 


THIS MONTH two international housing 
displays are on view at the Housing 
Centre. They are a comparative study 
of the Utilisation of Space in Current 
Types of Dwellings in 14 European 
Countries (1948-49) and an International 
Council of Women Housing Exhibition. 


_ The housing sub-committee of the 
Economic Commission for Europe* have 
issued the report of the comparative 
study of typical dwelling plans prepared 
by Mr. Maurice B. Blackshaw (Rappor- 
teur) .for limited circulation. The type 
plans used in the report have been loaned 
to the Housing Centre for exhibition. A 
copy of the report itself is also on view 


In the same room are displayed plans 
and illustrations of dwellings collected by 
the International Council of Women from 
their own conference earlier this year. 
The method of selection has resulted in 
a display of a very varied group of schemes 
from Europe, South Africa and Canada, 
including several of dwellings for old and 
single people. 


° 
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THE WORK OF W. H. ANSELL 


AN EXHIBITION of water-colours, etch- 
ings and drawings by Mr. W. H. Ansell, 
M.C., P-P.R.I.B.A., will be held at the 
R-I.B.A. from January 15 to February 9, 
1952. The drawings were made in 
England, France, Italy, Spain, Holland, 
Belgium, and Germany, and cover a 
period of 55 years. The earliest are a 
couple of water-colours painted in Lisieux 
in 1896, and the latest a set of drawings 
made in Burgundy in 1951. The subjects 


are architectural but the various treatments . 


are pictorial. Many of the pencil draw- 
ings, as will be obvious from their tech- 
nique, are studies for etchings. 

The exhibition will be open from 10 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays, and 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays. 


TOWN PLANNER RESIGNS .- 


Dr. THomas SuHarpP, Planning Consult- 
ant of Oxford, who was engaged by St. 
Andrews Town Council as Consultant 
for the preparation of the Development 
Plan for St. Andrews, has informed the 
"Pown Council that he does not wish to 
renew his contract owing to the fact that 
the Town Council have deleted from the 
plan every major recommendation put 
forward by him. 

One of the main recommendations of the 
plan was the reservation of ground for 
future expansion of the University. The 
Council requested that this area should be 
zoned for residential purposes. Dr. 
Sharp advised the Council, when this 
proposal was put forward, that if they sent 
the development plan to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland .without showing an 
area for university expansion, he would in 
all probability either return it to them or 
issue a directive that land should be so 
reserved. 


STATUE FOR NEW COLLEGE 


EPSTEIN’S statue of Lazarus, which was 
exhibited in the Festival exhibition of 
sculpture at Battersea Park, has tHeen 
acquired by New College, Oxford, and is 
to be placed in the college chapel. 


WOMEN’S HOUSING RESOLUTION 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, at ‘its recent annual 
meeting, passed the following resolution 
on Housing: The National Council of 
Women expresses the hope to His 
Majesty’s. Government that they have not 
only reconsidered the position and decided 
to continue their support of the work of 
the Housing Sub-Committee, but will 
take active steps to press for the setting up 
of an International Organisation of the 
Building Industry, so expediting the 
interchange of information on research 








COMING EVENTS ~ 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 

R.1.B.A.—“ Influence of Design on _ Building 
rye by Mr. L. W. Elkott, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
A.R.LB.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

THE DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—Mrs. 
Pheebe Stanten, William Johnstone, Carl Fischer and 
P. A. Ulbrand, on “‘ American Design.”’ Royal Society, 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.1. 12.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—“ The Application of 
Welding to the Electrical Engineering Industry,” by 
Mr. . H. Reeve. 
7.30 p.m. 


Manson House, Portland-place, W.1. 
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SIR HARRY SELLEY, president of the 

Federation of Master Buifders, who cele- 

brated his 80th birthday on December 9. 

Reference to a luncheon that was held to 

celebrate the occasion will be found on 
page 843. 


and techniques in building that the con- 
struction of more houses at lower cost 
may the more rapidly be achieved by 
those who have the ultimate responsi- 
bility for housing the people. 


NO STATE INNS IN NEW TOWNS 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT last week by Sir 
David Maxwell Fyfe, the Home Secretary, 
that the Government proposes to introduce 
legislation to repeal those provisions of 
the Licensing Act, 1949, which extend 
State Management to the new towns, 
confirms recent statements that there will 
now be no State-owned public houses in 
new towns. 

In making his announcement the 
Home: Secretary said that he did not 
believe that State management was the 
machinery properly to deal with scattered 
areas of the kind in question, but that the 
size, style, and planning of the public 
houses could be left to the development 
corporation with the assistance of the 
licensing justices. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE PARTNERSHIP between Mr. H. L. BUNN, 
ERICS., Mr. H. G. S. Groves, F.R.I.C.S., and. 
Mr. A. Harris, F.R.I.C.S., in the firm of Messrs. 
BUNN, Geom AND Harris, 30, Sun-street, E.C.2, 
has been dissolved with effect from October 31 last. 
The firm will continue under the same name under 
Mr. BUNN and Mr. Harris, at 21, Watling-street, 
E.C.4._ Mr. Groves will re-commence private practice 
at 30, Sun-street, E.C.2 

Messrs. DEARLE AND "HENDERSON, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 123, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, 
have taken Mr. B. D. Henderson, A.RLCS., into 
partnership. The name of the firm remains unchan 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, December 13, 1851. 


New WESTMINSTER - BRIDGE.—West- 
minster-bridge, you say, is going to be 
rebuilt, and the Commissioners seem to 
think the bed of the river will play them 
tricks again. Why don’t they be inde- 
pendent, and span the river with a single 
arch ? I do not see any difficulty after 
the Thames Tunnel and the Tubular 
bridge. At any rate throw out the 


suggestion, and some adventurous engineer - © 


will be found to make such a working plan 
before Christmas arrives. —ADVANCE. 
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Diagram showing the number of persons for whom it is proposed to provide accommodation in 
each of the 28 boroughs during the next 20 years. 


County of London Development Plan, 1951 


R. H. MATTHEW, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


A. G. LING, ARIBA, AMTPI, 


PLAN for the comprehensive co- 
ordination of London’s development for 
20 years ahead will come before the 
London County Council on Tuesday next, 
when it will be recommended by its Town 
Planning Committee to approve for trans- 
mission to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government the Administrative County of 
London Development Plan, 1951, together 
with the 330 page report of the Survey and 
Analysis which is a detailed background to the 
plan and an assessment of the problems 
brought to light by some 30 surveys of 
London’s physical, economic and _ social 
eonditions. 
This is a practical sequel to the County 
of London Plan, the Greater London Plan, 






HYDE PARK 


Road improvement at Hyde Park Corner. 


HYDE PARK 
CORNER 


CHIEF PLANNING OFFICER 


the City of Londén Reconstruction Report, 
the London School Plan, and the Further 
Education Plan, and the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947. 

It is the first time that a comprehensive 
co-ordination of development proposals cover- 
ing 20 years has been attempted. The 
Council’s own development proposals have 
been formulated on the basis that, at current 
prices, the Council should be able to defray 
a gross annual capital outlay of not more 
than £27m. during the 20-year period, and 
that the normal Government grants will be 
forthcoming. It has not been possible to 


forecast the cost of development other than 
the Council’s. 
Owing to restrictions on capital expenditure 


December 14 1951 





very little has been done since 1945, with the 
exception of a few traffic circulation schemes 
of improvement for the Festival of Britain. 
As to traffic, the Council believe, as an 
ultimate proposal, that the main highway 
structure of the Administrative. County 
should be based on a system of important 
radials linked to an inner circular route, and 
supplemented by inner and outer cross 
routes. Meanwhile, the existing network of 
principal traffic roads will be improved when 
practicable by reconstructing intersections 
and widening roads, or by constructing new 
sections of routes as a comprehensive basis. 

* ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN. 
Use Zoning : The town map illustrates the 
proposals for land users, the main purpose 
being to guide developers. The zoning comes 
into operation mainly when development or 
redevelopment is proposed. 


Staging of Development : The programme 
map gives a broad indication of the work 
which the Council expects to see substantially 
completed by developers, public and private, 
during the first five and subsequent 15 years 
of the plan. : 


Density : Proposals follow the principles 
of the County of London Plan. Five density 
zones are proposed, viz., 200, 136, 100, 70 
and under 70 per acre. In certain circum- 
stances higher densities than the average 
are proposed, e.g., on high ground or near 
major open spaces. Arrangements will be 
made for higher densities in certain boroughs 
in the first five years of the plan, this excess 
to be balanced over the whole period. 


Industry : About 4,102 acres have been 
zoned for industry. About 1,460 acres of 
existing industry are now located in residen- 
tial zones ; of this, 1,170 could be accommo- 
dated in industrial zones, the remainder to be 
decentralised outside the county. 


Housing : 2,496 acres would be developed 
in the first five years, involving the displace- 
ment of 70,000 persons. Dwellings for 
240,000 will be built on these sites. The sites 
for the 6- to 20-year period involve displace- 
ment and rehousing of 230,000 persons in 
order to redevelop 3,168 acres to accommodate 
340,000 persons. 

Education : Priority proposals for first five 
years involve 310 acres. Playing fields in the 
main will be sited outside the county. 


Open Space : If the plan is fully realised 






Diagram showing proposed and existing opem spaces. 
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EXISTING RESIDENTIAL DENSITY 
NOTATION 


300 AND OVER PERSONS PER ACRE GERBER 

210 TO 299 PERSONS PER ACRE Gigemamai 

150 TO 209 PERSONS PER ACRE ERE 

90 TO 149 PERSONS PER ACRE 

LESS THAN 90 PERSONS PER ACRE L___] 

MAJOR OPEN SPACES Eexte=a-ad 

PREDOMINANTLY NON-RESIDENTIAL AREAS SE 




















Chart showing existing residential density. 


PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DENSITY 
NOTATION 
200 PERSONS PER ACRE SD 


136 PERSONS PER ACRE (RD 
100 PERSONS PER ACRE KS 





LESS THAN 70 PERSONS PER ACRE [___} 


Chart showing proposed residential density. (Each part is averaged out.) 
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PRIORITY WORKS 


<xi(rra 


MAIN RADIAL CROSS ANO 
CIRCULAR ROUTES 


OTHER PRINCIPAL TRAFFIC ROADS ———— 


| Se 


This diagram indicates the general basis for road planning upon which the priority road works in the 20-year road programme have been based. 


about 483 acres will have been added in the 
first five years, with a further 587 in the next 
15 years. 

Roads : Proposals include six flyovers and 
37 roundabout intersections; 11 miles of 
principal traffic roads ; seven miles of major 
widenings ; two miles of new tunnel; the 





Areas of comprehensive development, shown superimposed on the main areas of 
slum, obsolescent and war damaged properties. 


rebuilding of two Thames bridges (Albert 
and Hammersmith) and a river wall. 

Areas of Comprehensive Development : Eight 
areas are proposed for comprehensive devel- 
opment : City of London (244 aeres), Stepney- 
Poplar (1,312), Bermondsey (121), South 
Bank (425), Elephant and Castle (31), Bunhill 
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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 
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Fields (43), Lewisham Clock Tower (40) and 
Woolwich (72). 
Overspill : In the first five years, 145,000 


_overspill of population is expected, and 235,000 


in the 6- to 20-year period. At the end of 
20 years, the estimated population of the 
County would be about 3,150,000. . 





PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 
POPULATION 


+AREA 


20 «1p 9% 


9% 19 -20 30 40% 














WORTH 
NORTH WEST 
NORTH EAST 

CENTRAL 

SOUTH 
SOUTH EAST 


SOUTH WEST 




















This diagram shows the percentage of total employment 


compared with total population. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


PLANNING OF.HOSPITALS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In The Builder of November 30 
there are plans and details illustrating 
the proposed new ward block at Greenock. 
These plans are so revolutionary that I 
am constrained to write to you drawing 
attention to a number of points which, 
from my experience, call for comment. 
The first impression one gets from 
studying the plan is that it has been 
arrived at by taking a number of isolated 
detailed ideas from many different Ameri- 
can and Continental hospitals, adding a 
lot of theory and jumbling them up to 
produce a plan to fit a given shape. I 
noticed a number of anomalies and 
apparent errors in the plan printed on 
page’747 as there are rooms with numbers 
which do not correspond with the schedule 
of accommodation given and rooms 
nominated in the schedule for which there 
are no numbered rooms on the plan. 
These, of course, may be clerical errors, 
but they do not make it easier to under- 
stand the layout. 


A study of the plan shows that the total 
bed capacity is 32 beds, but there is 
nothing to indicate how this number has 
been arrived at, nor why it should be 
divided into two separate sections of 
16 beds. Is it proposed to nurse both 
sexes in the same unit? If so, it would 
mean that one sex would have to pass 
through half the unit occupied by the 
other. I note there are as many as 
eight single wards; surely this large 
proportion must have a serious effect’ on 
the administrative side of the unit as it 
must increase both the day and night 
nursing staff, and this at a time when 
there is a shortage of nurses. There is 
no indication in the description of the 
planning what the nursing staff will 
consist of, and it would be interesting to 
know how many day and night’ staff 
would be required to administer this ward 
block. 

When considering the general layout 
as described, much play is made of the 
introduction of w.c.’s leading directly 
from the wards, but four of the single- 
bed wards have not got this facility. One 
wonders which lavatory the patients in 
these wards will use; do they have. to 
invade the nearest lavatory attached to 
one of the other wards, and what happens 
if a patient has to use a bedpan? Is the 
nurse expected to empty the pan into the 
w.c, attached to the ward or will she have 
to carry it unemptied through the ward 
to the space where the “dirty utility 
room” is? If this is the intention, she 
will have to pass the ward kitchen, treat- 
ment room and day space from one section, 
but from the other the approach is more 
direct. 

Incidentally, I am amused at the intro- 
duction of the American nomenclature for 
these various rooms. ‘“ Sink room” or 
“* sluice room ” has been in common use 
for many years and is understood by all. 
“Sterilising room,” to my mind, is 
better than “‘ clean utility room.” 

Now consider the central space itself. 
First, there is the ward kitchen only 
15 ft..6 in. by 10 ft., which is, in my 
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opinion, too small for. its job. This 
room has the food trolley lift immediately 
outside its only door; the lift door and 
kitchen door being so close together 
must produce congestion: at this point. 
Next to the kitchen is the treatment room 
with the two doors immediately alongside 
each other. This treatment room should 
be considered as a minor operating room 
and the service to both rooms plus the 
lift is again likely to produce congestion. 
It would be possible, although perhaps 
not probable, for a patient either in a bed 
or on a trolley to arrive at the treatment 
room at the same time as the lift arrives 
with a trolley and a nurse could be coming 
out of the kitchen with a tray; imagine 
what may’ happen! As for trollies or 
wheel chairs, I can find no space any- 
where in the plan where these necessary 
ward adjuncts can be parked. 

Entered also from this central space 
is the “clean utility room” ‘and the 
“‘ dirty utility room’”’ and, therefore, it 
would mean that any nurse coming from 
the wards*with bedpans must add to the 
congestion in this restricted space. Finally, 
immediately opposite this “‘ hive of nurs- 
ing industry”’ is the day space open to 
the corridor and the central space and, 
therefore, all activities between kitchen, 
treatment room, clean utility room and 
dirty utility room plus food trolley lift 
will be in full view of any patients using 
the day space. Surely this must be con- 
sidered unsatisfactory planning. 

For the rest of the unit, I was surprised 
to find that the Sister’s room is outside it, 
tucked away in a corner. Surely she 
and her room should be in the heart of her 
unit? How else can she control her 
nurses and look after her patients? Can 
it be that, as in America, we are planning 
for remote control and that the Sister 
will sit in her room and “ talk ” to nurses 
and patients by microphone following a 
warning by red, white or blue lights 
showing on the wall? If this is the idea, 
it does not impress and can hardly be 
considered to represent progress in nursing 
technique. 

Clearly the suggested layout would not 
be suitable for a teaching hospital as the 
congestion around the beds and in and 
about the central space resulting from a 
number of students doing a “ round ” 
with the doctor or surgeon, would make 
normal ward work impossible. As for 
construction details, which judging by the 
plans and section presuppose weight- 
bearing walls, this method can, of course, 
only apply if the ward blocks are kept to 
two or three storeys in height, but who, 
in their senses would to-day, with sites 
so costly, plan to build a new hospital 
except as a multi-storey building ? 

There are many other points to which I 
could draw critical attention. To sum 
up, my personal view is that this design 
is theory divorced from common practice 
so far as this country is concerned. 

ALNER W. HALL. 
« (Young and Hall.) 


TENDERING AND A CENTRAL 
ESTIMATING OFFICE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I feel that some of your corre- 
spondents who advocate the formation 
of a central estimating office do not have 
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even an inkling of what is needed by a 
building company from its estimator or its 
estimators. 

Whether a builder stays solvent depends 
largely (if not wholly) upon his estimator’s 
diligence, ability to make the minute and 
countless dissections necessary, his past 
experience, his knowledge of material 
buying, staff, and his constant observa- 
tion of the changing facts of building. 
There may be short cuts to estimating not 
already used that will get the job, in com- 
petition, and at the same time keep the 
contractor out of “‘ Carey-street,” but I 
am quite sure that a “ pre-priced bill of 
quantities”? is not one of them. Any 
estimator worthy of the name would 
frown upon this glorified schedule with 
natural distrust and before committing 
his own firm in any way would find out 
by the usual methods what his tender was 
to be. I believe this to be the case and 
consequently think that a central esti- 
mating office would ‘cause more work for 
the already over-burdened estimator and 
defeat its own object. 

The suggestion that a “pure” quantity 
surveyor should pre-price the bill of 
quantities, and so determine the sum to be 
received by the contractor, is preposter- 
ous; particularly as he should be com- 
pletely unbiased and not care whether the 
builder makes or loses money. Was the 
suggestion made because the payment 
made to quantity surveyors was considered 
too high and that they could easily estimate 
for the same fees ? 

We all have our shortcomings, quantity 
surveyors, too. I suggest they strive to 
improve their bills of quantities and so 
assist the estimator who is not a direct 
burden upon the building owner. 


L. R. Morcan. 
20, Phillipps-avenue, 
‘ Exmouth. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


S®: ,—I have read Mr. Kell’s interesting 

letter but am far from certain that his 
plan would save much time. It is true 
that tendering is a lot of trouble but it is 


less painful than the trouble of carrying 


out a contract at an unsound price. 

Few will regret the passing of the 
“lightning estimator of pre-war days ” 
who presumably copied his prices from a 
note-book. A contractor who values his 
solvency will compile build-up notes for 
each tender. Your experienced contrac- 
tor would in any case have the laborious 
task of checking the (presumably volum- 
inous) build-up details supplied by the 
central estimating officé, of correcting 
them where in disagreement and finally 
of making an adjustment to the total tender 
reflecting the quantities involved. 

By contrast, the “mad dog” would 
fail to understand the build-up details, 
if he bothered to read them, and would 
make percentage reductions on the tender 
totals of the central estimating office 
until he found he secured the contracts, 
thereby promoting that vicious spiral of 
price cutting which is a _ well-known 
feature of tendering on the basis of priced 
schedules. 

I trust that Mr. Kell has not fallen into 
the trap of assuming that the proper 
price is an ascertainable: truth. For 
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example, nobody knows what should have 
been the proper price for a particular item 
of excavation until the job is finished and 
even then the hard-won knowledge yielded 
by the cost sheet may not provide the 
answer for the next job of a similar nature. 
So much depends on the weather, the 
general foreman, the clerk of works’ liver 
and factors beyond the contractor’s control. 
No brains trust operating from a central 
bureau could ever relieve the contractor 
of his responsibility nor furnish him with 
a substitute for the judgment born of 
experience. K. P. Rusu. 
120, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


EMPLOYMENT OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS AND MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE R.1.C.S. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The question of the refusal of the 
R.1.C.S. to permit its quantity 
surveying members to be directly em- 
ployed by building contractors has been 
raised in a recent letter [The Builder, 
November 30], and I would like to learn 
the reaction of those connected with the 
building industry to this principle. 

To emphasise the point at issue I 
must state that the R.I.C.S. does not debar 
principals from being engaged by a 
contractor—on a mutually arranged basis 
of remuneration — to. protect the 
contractor’s interest under a contract, 
but rigidly debars an assistant from accept- 
ing employment on the staff of a building 
contractor to carry out precisely the same 
duties. The logic of this unilateral ban 
baffles me. 

I have discussed the ban with a number 
of chartered quantity surveyors, and I 
have been surprised to discover that the 
great majority of them are completely in 
favour of it. 

In seeking logical reasons for the ban 
I have not met with much success, as so 
far none of my fellow surveyors has been 
able to crystallise his reasons for support- 
ing the ban. Generally the vague sug- 
gestion has been that if chartered quantity 
surveyors were employed by contractors 
they would be prejudiced in favour of the 
contractors, and they would also lose 
their independence of opinion. Some 
surveyors ‘appear to object to bonuses 
which might become payable to quantity 
surveyors employed by contractors !. , 

Briefly, my answers to these arguments 
are that surely a principal appointed by a 
contractor would have the same moral 
duty to his client as an employee would 
have, and upon completion of the task a 
principal would not, as far as I can dis- 
cover, be precluded from accepting a 
bonus if that arrangement had been made 
upon his appointment. It must also be 
borne in mind that it is a condition of the 
R.I.B.A. standard form of contract that 
the quantity surveyor appointed under the 
contract measures and values the work and 
not the contractor’s surveyor—therefore 
the question of prejudice hardly arises. 

I welcome the views of the profession 
on this ‘matter and particularly seek 
logical reasons why the Quantity Sur- 
veyors Committee of the R.I.C.S. con- 
tinues to enforce this inequitable un- 
written rule. 

James R Turner [A.R.I.C.S.] 
. Addlestone, Surrey. 
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IN SWEDEN 


Mr. Gontran Goulden’s Reminiscences 


A’ MEETING of the Architectural Asso- 

ciation was held at 36, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, on Wednesdey evening, November 
28. The President, Mr. Anthony Chitty, 
F.R.I.B.A., was in the chair. 

The formal business with which the pro- 
ceedings opened included the presentation 
of accounts for 1950-51. These were 
adopted. Afterwards a lecture illustrated 
by lantern slides was given by Mr. GONTRAN 
GouLpDEN, A.R.I.B.A., describing a family 
holiday spent last summer in Sweden. | The 
lecture was a pleasant gossipy account of 
an interesting experience, in which architec- 
ture was not much more important than 
various personal incidents such as the child- 
ren making a mock passport for their doll. 

Mr. Goulden described how the party 
left Tilbury on August 2 in the “ Patricia ” 
—the flag ship of the Swedish Lloyd Line— 
which had only gone into service in the pre- 
vious June. Externally this ship was hand- 
some but internally an unhappy mix-up. 
The first-class public rooms were “ vulgar 
beyond words”: in fact the only pleasant 
part of the accommodation was the second- 
class bar. After arriving at Gothenburg the 
family went to the Town Planning Office 
to meet Professor Tage William Ollson. The 
Town Planning Office was an old Dutch 
building recently restored complete with 
painted walls, and the Professor’s office was 
full of models in plain wood of new neigh- 
bourhood units under construction or pro- 
jected, while on the walls were some of his 
own drawings, remarkable for beauty of 
line and immense size. 


Asplund’s Town Hall 


From the Town Planning Office the-party 
had gone to the Town Hall to look at Asp- 
lund’s famous additions. The concert hall 
impressed Mr. Goulden by the compactness 
of the hall and the beautiful workmanship 
of the building generally. ‘The quality of 
the stucco in the foyer was especially good. 
In the afternoon they were shown some new 
flats and a communal laundry in which the 
housewives themselves operated even the 
largest machines. Marvelling once more at 
the finish of the building Mr. Goulden was 
told that, taking everything into considera- 
tion, marble was as cheap as any other mater- 
ial for halls and stairs. Afterwards a visit 
was paid to Professor Ollson’s flat. This was 
the top storey of a tall building itself on 
the summit of a hill. With its wonderful 
view of the city the flat was highly suitable 
to be the home of the city’s chief planner. 

The family left Gothenburg the same after- 
noon, motoring to Vanersborg, where they 
called on Professor Ollson’s son, Anders, 
who had been on the A.A. teaching staff 
earlier in the year. In Vanersborg they 
stayed at the Stadtshotel, a strangely French 
building looking out on to a strangely 
French lime-tree covered square. Anders 
and his wife lived in a wood and stucco house 
on the outskirts of the town. It had two 
large rooms, two small ones and an internal 
bathroom lighted from above. 

The next day the party had gone on 
through pine forests to @ie Stadtshotellet at 
Karlskoga. Mr. Goulden had heard so 
much about the building that he wanted to 
see it. He found it wreathed in scaffolding. 
It was one of the very few buildings in 
Sweden having flat roofs: something had 
gone. wrong and the roof was leaking like 
a sieve. Entering he had been impressed 
by the quality of the furnishing and the 


number of ideas to be seen about the place. 
The planting in the middle of the hotel court-. 
yard was enchanting and the square outside 
the hotel was very pleasant. 

The next day the family started out to 
visit the friends who had invited them to 
Sweden. Their destination was a large 
house just south of Stockholm. It was 
extremely baronial with rooms opening off 
one another and communicating through 
immense double doors. 

Speaking of his visit to Stockholm, Mr. 
Goulden strongly. recommended the ascent 
of the Town Hall tower as an introduction 
to the city. The view was excellent and 
many of the notable buildings were sketched 
on the parapet as an aid to recognition. The 
party had made a round tour of the principal 
building sights, not forgetting the royal 
palace or Bern’s famous restaurant. 

Speaking of the people, Mr. Goulden said 
the Swedes took life very seriously. It 


seemed to him that they were far more con- 
cerned than we with whys and wherefores. 
They had a thirst for technical knowledge: 
a five-volume work on_ building costing 
nearly £15 had already sold 5,000 copies. 


The Discussion 

Dr. G..AHLSTROM (Director of the Swedish 
Institute for Cultural Relations) moved that 
the thanks of the meeting be given to the 
lecturer. He said he had much appreciated 
the amusing and instructive comments. 

Mr. F. R. YERBURY seconded the vote of 
thanks. He said it was extraordinary that 
some students could come back from Sweden 
without mentioning the architecture very 
much. He thought there was a slight slip- 
ping down of the architectural standard of 
Sweden. Twenty years ago anyone going 
to that country would have been excited 
by what he saw there. To-day it rather 
looked as if Swedish architects were trying 
to find out what to do next. Twenty-five 
years. ago the great upsurge of idzas and 
revival of architecture in Sweden had been 
phenomenal, and he was glad to learn that 
the Swedes were now looking to England 
to get back what they had lost. 

Mr. MICHAEL PatTrrick said the Archi- 
tectural Association would be taking a party 
of students to visit Sweden next summer. 
Mr. Goulden had convinced him that there 
was a tremendous amount to be seen and a 
lot to be learned from the Swedish architects. 

THE PRESIDENT said he wondered whether 
it was just to suggest a decline in Swedish 
architecture. 

Mr. Eric Birep said he had been to Sweden 
twice. The general level of taste and ability 
in Sweden had not greatly declined. and if 
you went into an ordinary house there you 
found beautiful furniture, simple and inex- 
pensive, such as you could not find in this 
country. The standard of culture and general 
taste in Sweden was remarkably high. 


PRIZES WON BY GIRLS 


ALL FOUR AWARDS at the Liverpool 
Architectural Society’s evening schools 
have been won by girls, who swepi the 
board with their entries. Competitors 
were not expected to be under 15 years 
of age, and they were invited to submit 
a sketch of their own choice for the 
T. E. Eccles sketching prize which, with 
a certificate, was won by Jean Stuart, 
Calder High School for Girls, with a 
sketch of Childwall Parish Church. 
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Exterior view of the garage. 


BOURNEMOUTH CORPORATION TRANSPORT DEPOT 


JACKSON AND GREENEN, F/ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


OURNEMOUTH Corporation have for some time 
past been faced witha serious lack of accommoda- 
tion for garaging and servicing their public transport 
vehicles. Until now, the old tramways building in 
Southcote-road has been utilised as the main transport 
department depot. But, in spite of adaptations and 
additions which have from time to time been made 
there, the rapid growth which in recent years has 
occurred in the transport services now renders the 
building wholly inadequate, both as regards size and 
usefulness. Faced with this situation and because no 
further extension was in any case possible, except 
by demolishing nearby houses, the decision was taken 
to build anew and to convert the old building into a 
running depot. 

The new depot is in the Castle-lane district where a 
24-acre site is devoted to the scheme. Eventually, 
there will be two garages each large enough for 99 
buses, with a long narrow offices block running be- 
tween. The scheme will also include a wash building, 
a maintenance workshop block, a canteen and recrea- 
tion room, an assembly hall and general administrative 
offices. Provision is also made for football and cricket 
grounds, a bowling green, tennis courts, a play corner 
for children and sites set aside for key workers’ houses. 
The narrow offices section was arranged centrally 
between the two garages to provide direct access 
from both and at the same time make an effective 
firebreak between them. Although planning is com- 
plete, only one of the garages and the offices block 
alongside, together with the wash building, part of 
the maintenance workshops, the canteen and recrea- 
tion room, are included in the present construction 
programme. 

Garage.—The garage building, which is ultimately 
to be duplicated, gives a column-free covered space 
of approximately 45,000 sq. ft.—300 ft. long by 150 ft. 
wide. This span of 150 ft. is the largest yet con- 
structed in this country with prestressed edge beams 
and a shell roof. The roof is a reinforced concrete 
thin-shell structure made up of nine cylindrical- 
shaped vaults with prestressing in the edge beams. 
The span, which is transversal, bridges the 150 ft. 
width of the building without intermediate support. 


All nine vaults have a radius of curvature of 22 ft. 
102 in., a rise from springing to crown of 6 ft. 9% in., 
and, except at the ends and springing where there is 
some slight increase, a shell thickness of 2} in. The 
chord width all through is 33 ft. Intermediate 
edge beams are alike 10 in. wide and 5 ft. 6 in. deep. 
The external edge beams are slightly larger and have 
an upstand. These were cast in situ and post-ten- 
sioned by the Magnel-Blaton system. An extract- 
able rubber core was used to form the cable ducts 
and the complete cable threaded in after the with- 
drawal of the core. The wire used was 0.276 in. 
(7 mm.) diameter hard drawn steel of 95 to 110 tons 
ultimate strength. With an extension of 7? in. on the 
150 ft. span the stress induced in the 152 wires used 
in each intermediate edge beam was 125,000 Ib. per 
sq. in., which in turn induced a total compressive 
force in the concrete of 1,136,250 lb. (507.4 tons). 
Under the constructional loads this compressive 
force was sufficient to “ hog”’ the beams $ in. A 
15 per cent. allowance was made for losses due to 
concrete shrinkage and to creep in the steel and the 
concrete, which occur with time. The final prestress, 
therefore, is not less than 430 tons (507.4 tons minus 
15 per cent.). 


In order to minimise the effects of shrinkage the 
edge beams were, in practice, each cast in three 
separate stages. Concrete used for them had a specified 
28-day strength of 6,000 lb. per sq. in. The mix 
used was 1: 14:3 and the necessary compaction was 
obtained by vibration. The casting of the beams and 
of the end tie frames preceded the construction of the 
shell vaults, but it was not until the concrete of the 
vaults had been cured to a specified strength that 
prestressing was carried out. For the vaults proper 
the pressure-sprayed method of concreting was 
adopted and for this work, where finely graded 
materials only are used, the mix was 1:3. Here the 
reinforcement is of mild steel, most of it in the form of 
mesh fabric, but partly in the form of bars. The 
total design load. on each roof bay is 195 tons, and of 
this there is a live load component of 60 tons. Strain- 
hardened square twisted steel reinforcement gives 
continuity between the edge beams and vaults, and 
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although they were separately constructed and formed 
by different methods, the two act together and function 
as a monolithic whole. ‘There are no expansion/con- 
traction joints anywhere in the structure; stresses 
resulting from temperature change have ail been 
allowed for in the design. 


Columns supporting the roof carry all the ‘vertical 
loading and the moments induced by wind on the 
building as a whole. For these the concrete used was 
a nominal 1:2:4 mix which was vibrated. The 
reinforcement was of ordinary round mild steel 
rods. In general, the foundations, for which a safe 
ground pressure of 2} tons was taken, are 3 ft. 6 in. 
down. Inside the building the clear height from floor 
to underside of edge beam is 19 ft., a dimension which 
has been adopted to suit trolley buses. ‘There is no 
roof lighting. ‘The calculated value of natural illum- 
ination from the side lighting provided is: 15.00 
lumens per sq. ft. with doors open and 9.50 with doors 
closed. There is no heating except to the offices 
block, but the garage and offices are both fitted with 
a sprinkler system. 


The wall infillings of the structure are generally of 
brick. The garage floor and the service roads outside 
are both of concrete, laid in 8-in. thick unreinforced 
slabs of approximately 30 ft. by 15 ft. (in the garage, 
33 ft. by 13 ft. 6 in.) separated one from another by 
transverse expansion joints and grooved and tongued 
longitudinal joints. All the concrete was compacted 
by vibration. The Al (1:2:4) mix materials were 
batched to a 1-cwt. cement bag and the graded aggre- 
gates from }? in. down, which were pre-batched at the 
pits, were checked on the works. 


Wash building and fuelling station—The washing 
and cleaning of the vehicles take place in a small 
separate building, a reinforced concrete column and 
beam framed structure with a flat roof. It is designed 
to take two buses, one behind the other. Each vehicle 
as it passes through stands first at the position where 
the inside is cleaned and vacuumed and then moves 
forward to a second position where it is sprayed over 
with water from sparge pipes attached to side gantries. 
Outside cleaning is completed with brush and hose. 
Refuelling operations are carried out below a corru- 
gated canopy constructed of thin concrete and can- 
tilevered out from the side wall of the garage. 


Maintenance workshops.—Like others in the scheme, 
this building is a reinforced framed concrete structure, 
roofed principally with thin shell vaults. However, 
whereas the vaulting to garage block is of straight- 
forward cylindrical form, that to these workshops is of 
northlight construction. With the exception of the 
spans, of which there are two (55 ft. and 52 ft.), the 
dimensions have been standardised all through. 
The bay width is 13 ft., but to free the floor of unneces- 
sary interruption, alternate columns have been omitted 
almost everywhere, except where they occur in the 
outside and inner division walls and make no obstruc- 
tion. Prestressing is applied to this roof, too, here 
the cables being incorporated in the thickened top 
edge of the vault. 


When the whole project is complete the maintenance 
workshops will be able to deal with a fleet of 550 buses. 
The inspection pits are of various types. Three, 
although especially intended for the removal of under- 
floor engines in anticipation of probable changes in 
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Interior view of the garage showing the 150-ft. span prestressed edge beams. 





i i Shell Roofing, the Cement Gun Co., Ltd.; bricks, the London 
motorbus design will for the present be used for buses Brick Co., Ltd.; windows, the Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
of normal design. felt-roofing, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd. ; electrical, Aish and Co., Ltd.; 


The consultant engineers were Messrs. R. Travers © Sprinkler installation, The Automatic Sprinkler Co., Ltd. ; heating 
M d P. 2 A the? d k and ventilating, Young, Austen and Young, Ltd. ; vacuum cleaning 
organ Vib artners ; and the ‘prestressed wor we be 2 bg 7 Dg gern ry er come (= Co. ory Bs. 

i H edline-Glico, Lt roadwork and drainage, Grounds an ewton, 

The by Vi rated Concrete Construction Co., Ltd i Ltd. ; doors, Esavian, Ltd. ; scaffolding, Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd. ; 
main contractors were Messrs. James Drewitt concrete windows, J. A. King and Co., Ltd.; paints, Docker Bros.; 


N ai faience, Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd. ; sanitary goods, Kennedys 
and Son, Ltd . of Bournemouth. Sub-contractors and Ltd. ; ‘“‘ Glazement,”’ Robbs Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd. ; flooring, 





suppliers were: Semtex, Ltd. ; and metalwork, J. R. Smith and Sons, Ltd. 
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Tie frame elevation 
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CENTRE FOR BUILDING EDUCATION, 
H. CONOLLY, FRIBA, ESSEX COUNTY ARCHITECT 
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Detail of entrance. 
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The plan. 
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fers new Building 
Centre at the South- 
East Essex ‘Technical 
College and School of 
Art was opened recently 
by Mr. Dudley F. Cox, 
president of the 
L.M.B.A. Building 
subjects have hitherto 
been taken in the Col- 
lege’s combined depart- 
ment of Engineering and 
Building, but in future 
these subjects will be 
separated and the Build- 
ing and Surveying 
Department will be 
housed in the new build- 
ing under the super- 
vision of Mr. J. H. 
Cocks, A.I.O.B. 

The centre consists of 
a number of workshops, 
a drawing office and a 
laboratory for the test- 
ing of materials. The 
site chosen, on the east 
side of the main college 
building and to the 
north of the swimming- 
bath, was a spare piece 
of land upon which had 
been erected surface and 
underground air - raid 
shelters. These latter 
have been filled in and 
built over, but four of 
the surface shelters are 
incorporated in the plan 
and adapted to form 
stores. A feature of the 
scheme is the working- 
corridor which has been 
formed by glazing over 
the space which existed 
between the wall of the 
cycle sheds and the sur- 
face air-raid shelters. 
The shops, drawing- 
office and _ laboratory 
are constructed in Min- 
istry of Works standard 
prefabricated hutting, 
with asbestos roofs, and 
the remainder of the 
block in brickwork with 
artificial-stone copings 
and with fire-resisting 
flat roofs covered with 
asphalt. The _ heat- 
ing is by pump acceler- 
ated low pressure hot 
water and the electric 
lighting is a modern 
scheme of fluorescent 
in the shops, with wall 
brackets in the corridors. 

The general contrac- 
tors were Messrs. W. 
and J. Weatherhead, 
Ltd., of Hornchurch. 
Sub-contractors were: 


Flat roofs, Diespeker and Co., 
Ltd.; asphalt, Permanite, Ltd.; 
patent glazing, The British 
Challenge Glazing Co. ; arti- 
ficial stone, The Barking Recon- 
structed Stone Co.; sanitary 
fittings, John Bolding and Sons, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, James Gib- 

ms, Ltd.; heating, J. E. 
Heath and’ Son; lighting, . 

Tucker Bros, (Essex), Ltd, Woodwork 











'" Building science_laboratory. 





machine shop. 
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HOUSES AT REDNAL 


DESIGNED BY STUDENTS 
(THIRD YEAR) OF THE 
BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL 

OF ARCHITECTURE 
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HIS terrace of four houses 
which has just been 
completed at Rednal, near 
the Austin Works in 
Birmingham, is believed to be 
the first to have been designed 
and carried through by 
students of a school of archi- 
tecture. It is hoped to make 
this type of work an annual 
third-year event at the 
Birmingham school. A student, 
David Radford, was primarily 
responsible for this scheme 
together with Geoffrey Darke, 
Michael Keyte and David 
Meylan. 


The work has been given 
to the school through the 
kindness and_ co-operation 
of the Birmingham Corpora- 
tion Housing Committee. 
(Mr. H. J. Manzoni, chief 
engineer, and Mr. Davies, 
chief architect.) The site is 
situated on the edge of the 
estate overlooking the Lickey 
Hills to the south, with a 
moderate rise from rear to 
front. 


The fhouses, which ‘are 
traditional in type, have 11-in. 
cavity brick external and party 
walls, 44-in. brick load-bearing 
partitions and 3-in. breeze 
partitions. The party walls 
have been kept as solid skins, 
being pierced by one joist 
only, thereby keeping sound 
transmission to a minimum. 
Standard metal window frames 
and door and window sur- 
rounds have been used. The 
roof consists of 7-in. by 2-in. 
rafters with 1-in. ‘“‘ Therma- 
coust”’ slab covering and 
** Ruberoid ”’ finish, and with 
plasterboard and screed under. 
Concrete in situ flats have 
been provided over porches 
and outhouses. 


Finishes are briefly as 
follows: London Brick Co., 
rustic faced facing bricks; Blue 
bricks below d.p.c.; internal 
walls, distempered on plaster ; 
ground floors, Semastic tiling 
on concrete; first floors, 
timber; all metalwork and 
woodwork painted. 


Services include internal 
plumbing ; water heated by 
Marathon back boiler fire in 
the living-room with one 
radiator off ; and a gas-fire pro- 
vided in one of the bedrooms. 


Messrs. Langley Brothers 
were the contractors. 
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AREAS. 

LIVING ROOM 186. SQ.FT. 

KITCHEN 75. oo. 

BED ROOM NO. |. 136 00. 

BEDROOM NO. 2 ite oo. 

BEOROOM NO. 3. 70. 00. 

NET OVERALL 790. 0° 
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Scandinavian Timber 


‘Houses for Scotland 


R. GARDNER-MEDWIN, FRIBA, CHIEF ARCHITECT, 
SCOTTISH DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


PREFABRICATED timber house 
sections may be imported to Scot- 
*land from Sweden or Finland under a 
scheme now being examined by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland. The 
scheme aims at enabling more houses 
to be built in Scotland without straining 
the supply of bricks and other scarce 
materials. In a circular (127 /1951) 
issued by the Department of Health for 
Scotland on December 5, local authori- 
ties are asked how many of these timber 
houses they would want, provided they 
can be obtained at reasonable prices. 
The houses offered are of the two-storey 
semi-detached cottage type with four 
apartments. The Secretary of State 
hopes to arrange for deliveries to begin 
in April or May next. They are to a 
design prepared by the Department of 
Health for Scotland (Mr. R. Gardner- 
Medwin, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., Chief 
Architect), in consultation with the 
Building Research Station, and will be 


capable of erection at a price roughly 
comparable, it is hoped, with the price of 
traditional and other non-traditional 
types. In this new design ‘here illus- 
trated) every effort has been made to 
effect economies by efficient design 
and construction. I particular, the 
area of the houses has been reduced to 
790 sq. ft. by the reduction to a mini- 
mum of circulating space, as in the low- 
cost plans enclosed with the Depart- 
ment’s circular of August 16, 1951. 
(The Builder, August 3, 1951.) 

‘* The Secretary of State is confident,” 
states the circular, “‘ that local authori- 
ties will be prepared to accept these 
modifications, which he considers are 
fully justifiable having regard to the 
deficits on local authorities’ housing 
revenue accounts and to the need for 
houses that can, in present circum- 
stances, be let at reasonable rents.” 
The houses normally would be sited 
in groups of not less than 20. The 


Department are about to open 
negotiations with foreign manufacturers 
and with Scottish building contractors 
about the price at which these timber 
houses can be erected and on other 
aspects of the proposals. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 


Type: Two-storey, semi-detached, four- 
apartment cottage (north aspect). Superficial 
area: approx. 790 sq. ft. 

Room sizes Sq. ft. Dimensions 
Living-room 188 16 ft. 4in. x 11 ft. 7 in. 
First bedroom 136 12ft.4in. x 11 ft. 3in. 
Second bedroom 111 12ft.2in. x 8 ft. 6in. 
Third bedroom 70 «=9ft.3in. x 8 ft. Oin. 
Kitchen 75 

The height of all rooms is 8 ft. from floor to 
ceiling. 


Foundations : Brick or concrete dwarf walls 

on concrete foundations. 
loors : Ground and first floors of t. and g. 
flooring on timber joists. 

Walls : Prefabricated units constructed of 
3 in. by 2 in. timber studding covered externally 
with % in. t. and g. vertical boarding and incor- 

rating felt and mineral wool. Internal 

inings of plasterboard. Party walls of brick 
or concrete blocks ; fireplaces of brick. 

Internal partitions : imber studding faced 
with plasterboard. 

Ceilings : To be covered with plasterboard. 

Roofs: Pitched timber roofs with wood wool 
sarking, felt, and interlocking tiles. 

Heating, cooking, etc.: Gas or electric 
cookers and wash boilers: hot water will be 
la from a back boiler to the living-room 

re, 
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LOW-COST HOUSING FOR WOKINGHAM R.D.C. 
Economies through the use of Lightweight Concrete Blocks 


A” interesting venture in low-cost 

housing is now being undertaken by 
Wokingham Rural District Council, where 
a pair of houses is being built at a contract 
price of about 25s. 8d. per sq. ft. super, 
including drainage, footpaths, fencing and 
all work within the curtilage. The 
builders are Cheecol Processes, Ltd., 
of Reading, and the shell of the house 
consists of their lightweight concrete 
blocks, a method of construction which, 
it is claimed, effects substantial economies 
compared with brickwork. 


The houses were begun in the middle 
of August on an unprepared site and the 
whole of the shell, apart from the tiling, 
has been erected by one bricklayer, his 
mate, an improver and a carpenter. 
During the building of these houses, the 
bricklayer was laying as many as 150 
blocks a day, which is equivalent to 1,800 
normal bricks. The Cheecolite aerated 
concrete cored blocks used, which 
measure 18in. by 9in. by 9 in., are only 
a little more than half the weight of 
ordinary concrete blocks; the material 
is waterproof, has a high thermal insula- 
tion value and is nailable. The composi- 
tion of the blocks is sand and cement 
only and the machinery required to 
manufacture them is comparatively cheap; 
aeration is effected by the addition of a 
frothing agent to the gauging water. 

The floor area of the houses is 975 sq. ft., 
and the sizes of the rooms are as follows : 


155 sq. 


Living room 
120 sq. 


Dining annexe 
Kitchen 106 sq. 
Hall ss 50 sq. 
Bedroom No. 1 oe ain ee 140 sq. 
Bedroom No. 2 .. a oe as 116 sq. 
Bedroom No. 3 .. ae me 81 sq. 

The hall gives ample space for 
perambulator. A w.c. is provided with 
access to the hall. The fuel cupboard is 
situated underneath the stairs with inside 


and outside access. 

Hot water is provided by a domestic 
boiler in the kitchen. Fixtures in the 
kitchen comprise dresser fitment, built- 


in preserves cupboard, draining board and 
work top to the fireclay sink. The larder, 
which is provided with a window as well 
as the required air vents, covers an area 
of 8 sq. ft. and is well fitted with shelves. 
Heating to the living-room/dining 
annexe is provided by a solid fuel open 
fire with tiled surround and_ hearth. 
French doors lead from the dining annexe 
to the garden at the rear of the house. 


There are three bedrooms. Bedroom 
No. 1, which is to the front of the house, 
is provided with a built-in wardrobe. 
Bedroom No. 2 is at the rear of the house 
and is also provided with a fitted ward- 
robe ; the linen cupboard with hot water 
cylinder is also located in this room. 
Bedroom No. 3 faces the front of the house ; 
part of the floor area is taken up Ly a 
bulkhead wardrobe. 


In addition to the three bedrooms, 
there is also a bathroom (44 sq.ft.) fitted with 
rectangular top panelled bath and a hand 
basin. A second w.c. suite can be 
installed at extra cost as the bathroom has 
been designed to accommodate it if 
required. 


CONSTRUCTION 


The foundations are of the normal 
type with an oversite slab 4in. thick. 
The wall construction is in 172in. by 
88in. by 82in. Cheecolite lightweight 
concrete hollow blocks. These blocks are 
so designed that a continuous air cavity is 
formed throughout the whole of the super- 
structure. The mortar (1:2:9 cement/ 
lime/sand) is placed longitudinally on the 
inside and outside 2in. walls of the 
blocks only, thus allowing free passage of 
air throughout the wall both in horizontal 
and vertical directions. 


Placing of windows and door frames 
is carried out as the work proceeds and 
fixing is in the traditional manner. 
Standard wooden windows with hard- 
wood: external cills have been specified 
but there is no reason why metal windows 
of standard dimensions should not be used. 


December 14 1951 


Floor joists are seated on a timber plate 
and have a4 in. bearing thereon. For one 
course, the blocks are suitably cut to allow 
the wall plate to be fixed. Walling to 
eaves height proceeds in a similar manner. 
The partition walls may either be of 
Cheecolite lightweight concrete or no- 
fines blocks and are bonded and toothed 
into the external walls as in the case of a 
normal brick-built structure. 

All carpenter’s work is traditional and 
complies with the timber economy 
memorandum. Each house contains 
approximately 1.58 standards of softwood. 
The roof is covered with concrete plain 
tiles of an approved colour. They are 
laid to 4in. gauge on lin. by 1in. 
battens with Sisalkraft underlay. 

Although the outside of the house is to 
be rendered with one coat of a 1:1:6 
cement/lime/sand mix, finished with a 
wood float, and decorated with two coats 
Permacem waterproof cement paint, the 
rendering is not in fact considered 
necessary, save for esthetic reasons, 
since the Cheecolite concrete is water- 
proof and offers, in addition, no direct 
passage for water to travel from the 
outside to the interior. Because of the 
accuracy of the blocks, only one coat 
internal rendering is necessary which 
may be 1:1:6 or 1:2:9 cement/lime/ 
sand. 

Practice has proved that lightweight 
concrete blocks which, in spite of their 
size (18 in. by 9 in. by 9 in.) weigh only 
about 50 lb. each, can be laid-in a fraction 
of the time needed for brickwork. (See 
National Building Studies Technical Paper 
No. 1—‘‘A Work Study in Block-laying.’’) 

This affords a considerable saving not 
only in cost but also in skilled man-hours. 


Economies in construction have been 
effected by eliminating all hard plaster to 
internal walls which is replaced by a 
single coat rendering, finished with two 
coats Permacem anti-pest cement paint, 
applied direct. This in itself, together 
with the fact that the external rendering 
can be eliminated, contributes a consider- 
able saving in cost compared with normal 
methods. Construction and layout have 
also been considered from an economical 
aspect. 

Cheecolite blocks are already being 
made in a number of countries overseas 
and steps are being taken to manufacture 
them in various other parts of this country. 


which measures approximately 18 in. by 9 in. 
by gin. 








action 

(See 
Paper 
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REPORTS OF THE NEW TOWNS 
Progress Up to Last March 


(THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, Mr. Haroid Macmillan, 
has presented to Parliament reports of the 12 
New Town Development Corporations of 
England and Wales. These reports (pub- 
lished by H.M.S.O., price 10s.), which are 
made in accordance with the provisions of 
the New Towns Act. 1946, give accounts of 
progress in each of the towns up to March 
31 last, and extracts from them are given 
below. 


AYCLIFFE 


The Aycliffe Development Corporation 
state in their report that they have been 
perturbed for some time at the lack of inter- 
est shown by contractors in tendering for 
contracts and of the lethargy displayed by 
several of the successful contractors in 
executing the contracts awarded to them. To 
secure reductions in the cost of building and 
more speedy development they have created 
a direct labour department with the object of 
competing with private contractors for some 
of the building and other work. The depart- 
ment also undertakes the maintenance of 
properties, kerb and flag laying and many 
other works which the Corporation feel can 
be more satisfactorily and economically car- 
ried out by their own staff rather than by 
contract. They have introduced a compre- 
hensive bonus scheme for all workers in the 
department which has had the effect of 
attracting good craftsmen and speeding up 
construction. 

On the subject of labour the report states 
that although contractors were still having 
difficulty in obtaining all the labour they 
needed, their own direct labour department 
had so far been able to meet their steadily 
increasing demands. This was probably due 
to the operation of the bonus scheme based 
on output and also to the fact that they have 
been offering the tenancies of certain houses 
to non-local workers who satisfactorily com- 
plete a probationary period of employment 
with the department. 


BASILDON 


On the question of public relations the 
report of the Basildon Development Cor- 
poration stresses how important it is that 
residents, particularly where they are numer- 
ous, should understand and assent to the 
development plans, and as far as possible 
make their contributions to them. The Cor- 
poration have made a very real effort to 
obtain the views of the residents on their 
proposals, and in response to their invita- 
tions for comments and criticisms on the 
draft plan, many constructive suggestions 
were received and carefully considered; in 
many cases it has been found possible to 
incorporate them in the Master Plan. 


BRACKNELL 


In the Bracknell New Town four broad 
classes of housing are envisaged according 
to their report. First, houses larger and 
more expensive than the Corporation are 
likely to be able to build in the-e days of 
national stringency; the Corporation con- 
sider themselves fortunate in that there are 
several examples of this category already 
within the designated area. Second, “ manager- 
ial-type ” houses of superior quality and of 
varying size to meet the demand. Third, 
houses of normal quality and of sizes a little 
in excess of Housing Manual Standards. 
And, lastly, houses of normal quality but of 
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minimum size to meet the demands of that 
portion of the population with a small rent- 
paying capacity. It was felt that these broad 
categories were all essential to achieve a well- 
balanced social structure within the town. 

The first efforts have been directed to the 
preparation of designs within the la:t category 
because it is felt that this would present the 
most difficult problem on account of the 
vital need to keep building cost to a 
minimum. 


CORBY 

The report of the Corby Development 
Corporation states that in view of the 
urgency of the housing situation the Corby 
Urban District Council were concentrating 
on houses of types which could be built 
quickly and with as little labour and at 
as low a cost as possible, including many 
types of ——- and mass-produced 
houses. The result was a considerable out- 
put—for which those concerned deserve all 
credit—but there was an evident danger 
that the result might be to create a large 
housing estate rather than a town, and that 
the provision of the necessary facilities and 
amenities might present a problem beyond 
the resources of the Urban District Council. 


CRAWLEY 

The problem of designing a satisfactory 
variety of dwellings which can be offered at 
acceptable rents in a time of high and rising 
cost continues to be one of the most im- 
portant and urgent matters in the building 
of Crawley New Town. 

In designing and letting the dwellings 
which are now being built, great care has 
been taken to ensure that the densities ob- 
tained and the roads and services are econco- 
mical. Each type of dwelling has been care- 
fully examined to ensure that the design 
and method of construction will achieve a 
good relationship between cost and letting 
value. There is, therefore no large field 
for saving in capital expenditure on dwell- 
ings already carefully designed and comply- 
ing with the Housing Manual requirements 
for subsidy. 


; CWMBRAN 

Compared with New Town Development 
Corporations in the vicinity of London the 
Cwmbran Corporation, states their report, 
will suffer a two-fold disadvantage, viz.:— 

1.—Potential residents in those new towns 
are accustomed to rents appreciably higher 
than those existing in South Wales 

2.—The extensive but unco-ordinated de- 
velopment already existing in Cwmbran 
combined with the hilly nature of the sites 
available for future development will add 
considerably to the constructional costs of 
the Corporation. 

The situation is made more difficult in- 
asmuch as the Corporation’s ability to re- 
cover any deficiencies on its Housing 
Revenue Account from other forms of de- 
velopment, will be limited. For instance, 
the scope for development of industrial sites 
is restricted by reason of the large nuffber 
of industries already established within the 
designated area and it is improbable that 
the Government will sanction the establish- 
ment of any further major industries in the 
area during the foreseeable future. 


HARLOW 
Mr. Richard Costain, chairman of the 
Harlow Development Corporation, states 
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in their report that in the first six months 
of the year there was evidence of stability 
in prices and, indeed, some decreases in 
particular items. As a result, the list of 
materials subjected to the “rise and fall” 
clause in contracts was reduced to a bare 
minimum and, when a contract was let, 
there was every chance of carrying out the 
work within the contract sum. The posi- 
tion in the second half of the year, and 
particularly in the last three months, deteri- 
orated badly. Wage increases in the build- 
ing industry meant £32 on the cost of a 
three-bedroom house. Contractors _insis- 
ted upon a wide extension of materials sub- 
ject to the “rise and fall” ‘clause, and 
prices of all materials rose steadily and 
sometimes steeply. At the same time, the 
supply position became difficult and this 
meant delays in the completion, of contracts. 
It is estimated that in the last three months 
of the year the cost of a three-bedroomed 
terraced house rose by £120, equivalent to 
1s. 8d. per week on the rent. The rents of 
houses built by the Corporation in the future 
must rise therefore, unless by economies in 
design, fittings or size the capital cost can 
be reduced to compensate for the increase 
in prices. The Corporation is making 
strenuous efforts to achieve this. 

The Corporation have decided, princi- 
pally on the grounds of cost, to reduce the 
number of flats, limit the extent of open 
space within the curtilage of housing areag 
and to simplify the design of dwellings. 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 


On the subject of building costs, the re- 
port of the Hemel Hempstead Development 
Corporation states that in order to reduce 
costs, specifications were severely pruned 
during the previous year. Since then costs 
have slowly increased, but a marked rise 
has very recently taken place, bringing house 
prices. back to the original figure before 
specifications were reduced. This creates 
problems which are accentuated because de- 
velopment corporations are not, like local 
authorities, exempt from the Rent Restric- 
tion Acts. 

Further. experience has led the Corpora- 
tion to vary the proportions of dfferent 
sized houses. The incoming population 
tends to be young with a high proportion of 
children under five, and two- and three- 
bedroom houses are, therefore, in immed.ate 
demand. The population of the town will, 
however, eventually approximate to the 
national average, which is Lkely to contain 
a relatively large number of elderly people 
and small families. Proportions now pro- 
posed are:—one- and two-bedroom dwell- 
ings, 40 per cent.; three-bedroom dwellings, 
50 per cent. (10 per cent. being convertible 
to four-bedroom); and four-bedroom dwell- 
ings, 10 per cent. 

Apart from a small number of specially 
designed dwellings, it is intended to meet 
the future needs of old people by building 
nearly half the one- and two-tedroom 
dwellings so that they can satisfactorily 
accommodate the special needs of the 
elderly, but will in the meantime house 
younger families. 


PETERLEE 

Public opinion in the Peterlee area is very 
concerned at the rents that the Development 
Corporation must necessarily charge for 
their houses. In order to reduce rents in the 
future, therefore, the Corporation have 
investigated the possibility of building houses 
with room areas in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Housing Manual, 
but with reduced circulation space. It has 
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been found possible to design satisfactory NEW TOWNS AND THEIR 


houses incorporating such reductions, and 
designs have been submitted to the Minister 
for his; approval. — 

The rents. of these smaller-type houses 
would, .of course, be less than those now 
being built, but the reduction would not be 
sufficient to resolve the difficulties which the 
Corporation ‘face in. an area where. rents 
generally .are much below the national 
average and where rents of the local 
authority houses are some 10s. per week 
less than the economic rents which the Cor- 
poration must charge. 


STEVENAGE 


' As has been mentioned in previous reports 
of the Stevenage Development Corporation, 
there is little or no. available labour in 
Stevenage and district, and in the whole of 
the Eastern Region there is no more labour 
than suffices for the normal needs of the 
region. Men engaged on current projects 
come in the main from: distances well outside 
the Eastern Region; the cost of travelling 
and subsistence allowances, or provision of 
hostel accommodation for these men, adds 
materially. to the total cost of each project. 
It is, therefore, the aim of the Corporation 
to build up.a local labour force by, on the 
one hand, allocation of houses to married 
building. and civil engineering workers and, 
on the other; by reasonable provision of 
hostel accommodation. 


WELWYN GARDEN CITY 


In their report the Welwyn Garden City 
Development Corporation view with con- 
cern the constantly rising cost of building 
materials and labour. They feel that without 
lowering the standards of housing in any 
material detail, part of the solution of this 


problem lies jn a relaxation from strict 


adherence to certain prescribed overall 
measurements for houses which exclude the 
possibility of skill and ingenuity of architects 
in, providing similar living-space in a smaller 
superficial area. 


HATFIELD 


For some timé it has also been clear to 
the Hatfield’ Development Corporation that 
in the future, if houses are to be built at 
a_cost which would allow a rent capable 
of being paid by a working man, some varia- 
tion in the generally accepted overall stan- 
dards must be made. It is clear, the report 
continues, that neither the cost of building 
materials nor cost of labour will be likely 
to decrease. It is considered undesirable 
that the living-space should be decreased. 
Accordingly, instructions were given for 
houses to be designed for the 1951 pro- 
gramme which, whilst retaining the living- 
space, reduced the superficial area, made 
alternative arrangements for the storage of 
garden tools, etc., and, where appropriate, 
to do without second lavatories in three-bed- 
room houses.. Various designs for houses 
of this nature. were put forward last year, 
but negotiation with the late Ministry of 
Health to obtain approval of these designs 
were disappointing. Although the living- 
space in each room conforms to the Housing 
Manual standards, it is: believed that the 
major objection to the designs was that the 
superficial area of the houses amounted to 
less than that indicated in the Housing 
Manual. It is felt by the Corporation that 
rigid adherence to the Housing Manual 
figures must rule out any skill shown by 
the architect and, of course, does not allow 
an opportunity for any reduction in the 
capital cost of the house. 
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PROBLEMS 


A Talk by Lord Beveridge 


"PHE development of the ‘new towns was 

the subject of a lecture. given by Lord 
Beveridge at London University on Decem- 
ber 4. Viscount Samuel presided. 

LorD BEVERIDGE said that among the 
social diseases from which we suffered were 
want, idleness due to’ unemployment; and 
squalor, which was the most formidable 
disease to-day. To fight this Goliath we 
needed four stones in our sling, the planned 
use of land, the sane use of transport, the 
right use of the -right. architect and the 
maximum efficiency from the building. in- 
dustry, 

The planned ‘use of land meant that a 
district should be looked at as a whole, and 
not bit by bit as happened when individual 
owners each developed their own land 
without regard to the general interést. The 
sane use of transport meant its use to 
spread population and industry, instead of 
allowing factories to be built in great urban 
centres while the people who worked in 
those factories lived in ever more and more 
distant suburbs. This led to congestion of 
trains, buses and other means of transport 
during certain times of the day while the 
workers spent ever more and more time 
travelling to and from work. © 

The right use of the’ .right architect 
meant the employment of someone whose 
chief interest was not in the appearance of 
the house but in its interior. Without the 
maximum efficiency of the building industry 
you could not get thé utmost from a well- 
paid opésative at a reasonable price. 


The Growth of London 


Between 1914 and 1939, Lord Beveridge 
continued, Londen had grown more than 
in all the thousand and more years of its 
previous history, it had swallowed up more 
country; and a similar thing had happened 
around all our other great towns. Some- 
thing like 4,000,000 houses had been built 
between the two wars and a very substan- 
tial proportion of this number had been 


built in the wrong places; but under an Act ~ 


of 1946 ten new towns were now being 
built in England and two in Scotland, while 
another was projected at Congleton in 
Cheshire. 

Eight of these new towns were being 
built around London at distances varying 
from 20 to 30 miles, and leaving a stretch of 
open country between. An attempt was 
being made to induce industry to establish 
itself in the new towns rather than in 
London or the suburbs. The other new 
towns were being established in Durham, 
Monmouthshire, Northamptonshire and two 
in Scotland. Of the latter, one was near 
Glasgow and the other in the centre of the 
Fife coalfield. 

There were differences in the various 
towns. Some, including all those arownd 
London, had already substantial popula- 
tions in the areas in which they were being 
built. Thus, for example, at Hemel Hemp- 
stead, the problem was to turn a small town 
into a larger one; but Newton Aycliffe in 
Durham was a meadow site surrounded by 
mining villages. 

Lord Beveridge described how an area 
became designated as the site of a new 
town and a Development Corporation was 
appointed. He explained that this develop- 
ment corporation did not abolish the local 
authorities of its. area. These remained 
responsible for schools, hospitals, etc., but 
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as to sewerage and road-making the de- 
velopment corporation undertook these to a 
very large extent. It received money from 
the. Treasury.. At one time it had received 
small grants but these had now come to an 


end. Money was provided. on loan at -in-' 


terest and was repayable over 60 years. 


At the present time 2,700 houses had been: 


built in the new towns, and it was hoped to 
double that number in the next six months; 
but this was only a beginning. Ultimately, 
the new towns would have a population of 
something like 600,000 living on 65,000 
acres, . 

Industrialists had to be attracted and 
encouraged to build their own factories: the 
necessity for attracting them arose in 
nearly every case, and it was especially im- 
portant around London. At the end of 
March last there were 18 industrial lettings 
at Crawley involving 2,300 operatives. 


Building Industry Efficiency 

Referring to efficiency in the building 
industry, the speaker said that in most in- 
dustries the output. per man-hour now was. 
higher than ‘before the war; but this was net 
so with building. The industry had been 
the subject of Parliamentary Reports in 


1947 and 1949. The second report showed. 


a more favourable state of affairs. than the 
earlier one, but productivity per man-hour 
was still 20 per cent. below pre-war level, 
while average weekly earnings were just 
double. 

An improvement was effected by incen- 
tive schemes. Such a scheme in one of' the 


new towns had produced a gross increase of . 


61 per-cent., but of this 35 per cent. went 
back to the men and 11 per cent. was con- 
sumed in .cost of administration, so that 
the net gain was not great. The general 
position was that a house that would have 
cost £380 to build before the war would now 
cost £1,321, and costs. were still rising. 

It was very difficult for the development 
corporations to do anything more than 
build houses. Ambitious schemes had to be 
abandoned. At Newton Aycliffe, it had been 
hoped to build a smokeless town, but the 
project had to be given up. There, in its 
efforts to provide something. more than 
houses, the development corporation had 
taken an old cow byre and made it into 
a community centre. An: insanitary farm- 
house had been turned into a-church: the 
vicar was classed as.a key worker and a 
house was rented to him: The local 
doctors shared a surgery which had been 
converted from two garages, and some flats. 
were used as a school. 


New Town Inhabitants 

In addition. to other problems there 
were social ones.. The first inhabitants of 
a new town consisted of young couples who 
had been living in lodgings, and for the first 
six months they were too much interested 
in their new house and garden to do any- 
thing outside, and at week-ends they went 
to see their relations: At that stage there 
was no town consciousness, but this 
gradually developed. 
ordinary folk who asked nothing more than 
to live quietly with their families. Some, 
however, would find pleasure in forming 
debating societies, political clubs, dramatic 
societies, Red Cross groups, etc. 

Lord Beveridge, in reply to a question, 
said that the development corporations 
would make towns that would be attractive 
to look at: there would be neither uniformity 


nor the hotch-potch that resulted from in- . 


dividual building. They had in mind the 
building of something which would be of 
lasting beauty. 
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‘CWMBRAN NEW TOWN 


The Master Plan 


WMBRAN Development Corporation 
was set up on November 24, 1949, 
charged with the duty of developing 
Cwmbran into a town of 35,000 to provide 
housing with proper soc‘al and commercial 
facilities, mainly for those employed in the 
existing and proposed industry sited in the 
valley between Newport and Pontypool. For 
this purpose the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning designated an area of some 
3,160 acres in Monmouthshire, around 
Cwmbran, Pontnewydd and Croesyce:liog. 
The designated area already contains a popu- 
lation of some 13,000, and manufacturing 
industries employing over 6,000. 

The corporation consists of members of 
widely differing experience, so that the 
approach to the many problems that have 
arisen has been a broad one. Early in 1950 
the corporat’on secured the services of 
Messrs. Minoprio and Spencely and P. W. 
Macfarlane as planning consultants, Mr. 
Minoprio having then just completed the 
master plan for Crawley New Town. 

The task to be undertaken was to lay 
down the planning principles for a town 
which would be attractive, convenient and 
pleasant to live in, In the detailed planning 
of the town this must be ach‘eved with a 
constant regard to economy and _ thé 
minimum of disturbance. 

The designated area is happily situated in 
the valley of the Afon Lwyd in pleasant 
scenery, which gives scope for imaginative 
and attrattive treatment. At the same time, 
engineering problems arise from the fact 
that a river, a canal, and two separate rail- 
way lines run from north to south through 
the area, often in close proximity to each 
other. Additional problems are created by 
old development and derelict clay pits. 


Few Objections Raised 


The task before the corporation is one of 
absorbing interest, and the planning consult- 
ants indicate the broad pr:nciples for dealing 
with the problem in the: master plan and the 
report now published. It has been produced 
after many meetings and_ consultations 
between the planning consultants, the cor- 
poration and its officers, officers of the 
various Ministries, local authorities and 
local industrialists; also every endeavour has 
been made to give full weight to the opinions 
of local people expressed at public meetings 
in the area. The fact that so few objections 
to the master plan were received can be 
attributed to this procedure in consulting all 
interests concerned from stage to stage. 

The plan and report indicate the proposals 
for the zoning of, and the principal com- 
munications within, the designated area, 
together with the acreages, populations and 
densities recommended, 
ancillary proposals outside the designated 
area which are considered necessary for the 
proper development of the new town. Seven 
residential areas are proposed, named, on 
local advice, Pontnewydd, Croesyceiliog 
North and South, Oakfield, St. Dials, 
Coedeya and Greenmeadow. The residential 
areas, each with its neighbourhood centre, 
will be linked together by a road around the 
hill of St. Dials, and by new bridges over 
the canal, railway lines and river. Most of 
the housing is on the higher ground, while 
the town centre and the principal industrial 
and recreational areas are on the flat plain 
in the centre of the valley. Important 
groups of public buildings are proposed in 
the town centre, and on the western slopes 


and for certain. 
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of Croesyceiliog an educational campus is such as Gibbons, Tijou, Thornhill, Cibber, 
planned. Bird and Marot. ; . 

The comments of the Minister on the Mr. Dutton knows his period thoroughly, 
master plan are now awaited. and if he tells. us nothing new—and without 










From time to time modifications in the discovery of another diary like Hooke’s 
matters of detail are bound to take or papers like Sir Roger Pratt’s, there can 
place; this is inherent in the accepted hardly be anything very new to ,tell—he 





theory of a master plan, the pur- contrives to impart an immense amount of 
pose of which is to indicate the broad design information. The-aim, presumably, is at 
for the development of the new town. As the general reader, since the book includes 
the development proceeds from stage to very few plans. There are, however, over 
stage, detail .will be adjusted to suit circum- 150 excellent illustrations from photographs 
stances, with a constant eye to the needs of and contemporary and other drawings, 
the future and the overall conception of showing many of the masterpieces of the 
Cwmbran New Town as a whole. It is the period as well as lesser-known works. 
first new town in Wales, and the development A few errors may be noted for corree- 
corporation hope to see it grow into a happy, tion in a further edition: “ leaning of the 
friendly and p'easing place which will set a Renaissance ” should presumably be learn 
standard of what an industrial town should ing of the Renaissance” (p. 9); “ west 
point” ‘should be “west front” (p. 34); 
“longitudinal plan” x ~ —_ 
tudinal section”: (p. 36); “St. Vedast 
BOOKS Foster” should be “St..Vedast, Foster 
BristoL. By Tudor Edwards. (London: lane” (p. 42 and Fig. 43); “Sir John 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 9s, 6d. net. Thornhill”? should be “Sir James Thorn- 
Mr. Tupor Epwarps, a lover of Bristol, hill” (Figs. 65 and 67); 1843 should be 1743 
who has lived.there for several years, here (p. 94); “Travatine” should be “ Traver- 
writes of the “ historical and cultural,-social tine” (p. 127); apd King Charles II returned 
and economic” development of the city dur- to England not in 1666 but 1660 (p. 10). 
ing its nearly 1,000 years of history, but not 3 G. J. H. 
in the manner of a guide-book; for the most 
part this is a well-written short study of 
Bristol architecture —. Medieval, Renais- ~_ PRINCIPLES OF QUANTITY SURVEYING. 2nd 
sance, Georgian, Regency, Victorian and Edition. By R. D. Wood. (London: The 
contemporary, with a.chapter on Clifton Estates Gazette, Ltd.) Price 40s., postage 
and some concluding notes on the surround- 1s. Id. 
ing countryside. Mr. Edwards’s knowledge Eectric LIGHTING. 
of Bristol architecture is encyclopedic, his (London: .. Cleaver-Hume 
critical judgment unerring; architects, and Pr.ce 9s, 6d. 
indeed all who are interested in architecture BUILDING AND CrviL ENGINEERING. PLANT. 
as a social art, will read him with pleasure By Spence Geddes. (London: Crosby Lock-: 
and profit. - wood and Son, Ltd.) Price 30s. 
Notwithstanding the devastation of ’ 
Hitler’s bombs, Bristol still retains a remark- _THE LAW AND PRACTICE OF TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING. By Percy Lamb, and 


able aggregation of architecture of all : 
periods, represented here in a selection of ins tee oe (London: Staples ame 


over 50 illustrations, mostly photographic. 
There is also a double-page plan of Bristol | TYPICAL’ MANUFACTURES QF CAST IRON. 
(central area) and Clifton, which could have The British Cast Iron Research Association.’ 
been larger with advantage, for much of the Price 15s. to members, £1 Is. to non- 
lettering is ‘almost unreadable. Mr. members. : 
Edwards’s! index contains no fewer than 46 MopDERN OFFICE MANAGEMENT... By 
entries under “Architects,” and it could . W. Simpson. (London: Sir ‘Isaac Pit- 
have included two more if the author had man and Sons, Ltd.) Price 10s. 

told us that the spire of St. Mary Redcliffe HE ee 
(* rivalling that of Salisbury”) was designed cane By Rosell ©. sii Oy 


by George Godwin,‘ one-time editor of The = : 
Builder, and that the King Edward VII — E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd.) Price, 


memorial fountain in front of the Victoria Tue | aT. 
Rooms was designed by the late E. A. HE DESIGN AND -PLACING OF HiGH 


Rickards. But it is, perhaps, churlish to QUALITY Concrete. By D. A. Stewart; 
cavil at these small omissions from a most A-M.Inst.C.E. (London: E. and F. N. 
readable little book. G.J.H. Spon, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

: ++ Books reviewed in these columns 
By Ralph Dutton. may be obtained on. application to. the 
Price Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine-, 
street, _Aldwych, W.C.2.. Cash. (which: 
should include 6d. ta cover postage and, 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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THE AGE OF WREN. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
42s. net. 


THE WREN PERIOD has been so fully ex- 
plored in innumerable books that it might 
seem difficult to find good reasons for pro- : 
ducing another. Mr. Dutton justifies the Society’s Annual General Meeting ; 
one under notice by surveying the wide At~the seventh annual general meeting 
field of British architecture, frorf® Inigo of the Society of British Paint Manufae- 
Jones to James Gibbs, stopping short of turers, Ltd., held at the Dorchester Hotel; 
Burlingtonian Palladianism, which is on November 13, Mr. C. R. Preston was 
another story. appointed. honorary treasurer, and Lithgow; 

About half the book is devoted to Wren, Nelson and Co. were appointed auditors. 
the remainder dealing with the “lesser During the meeting of the newly-constituted 
company,” such as Sir Roger Pratt, Robert council which followed, Mr. C. A. Carter 
Hooke, Hugh Mary, Talman, James and was elected president. Mr. F. W. Burmann 
Wynne, with a chapter on the Baroque and -Colonel F. W. Jones were re-elected 
School of Vanbrugh, Archer, Hawksmore vice-presidents,, and Mr. .-C. R. Petrie 
and Gibbs. Due note is taken of the work became the immediate past-president of the 
of the contemporary artists and craftsmen, society. 





























- IN: PARLIAMENT 


Parliament ' has- now adjourned until 
sau Tuesday, January 29. 
-:, --., Housing Questions 
ON Noeniber 20; Mr. Lewis asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
merit if he ‘would give the number of houses 
built in- each: of the six years following the 
first’ and “second | ‘world’ war, ‘showing ‘the 
numbers for ‘sale’ and to let; and the size 
ip edch ‘instance. 
Mr. MACMILLAN said . the: available in- 
Goma oR. was. 88, follows ; * pe cn 


\ 




















" “ST quthorities | ‘ Private, enterprise 

Peay Petod 2 all: oe 
£e% A saree) 4}. Assisted: } Unassisted 
{2 1.1919—31,3,1920}"' - 576 2 1399-4h< 
1)-4. 1920—30.9. 920 2,926: |° 2,486 30,000. 

~ 1,10.1920— .1921| 47,651 20,294 (estimated) 
eT eee 85, "976 ° 20,189 
’,10.1922—-30.9.1923 | 25,241 748 52,749 
&0.4923—+-30.9;1924 14,544 ° 24 15 * ' 73,032 


Pr 

© Remarks,-—The to¢al authority houses, were built to let. 
The numbers: of private enterprise houses built for sale 
Peo to' let respectively are not known. The sizeof the 
> (ocal authority houses was in general:less than 1,000 sq. ft. 


enterprise ho Eps | available as to the size. of private _ 





1.4. 1945—31. wm Bae 366 
1946 8. : eee 


Year 1 a gan > R — 26,780 
Year 1947 ... 84,475 _ 30,202 

ear 1948” 170,788 . os $8,882. 
Year 1949. ..., 142,415 _ 19,275 
Year 1950 ... | 140,678 7 ° — 24,108 
6.4.1951—31.3.4951 -| 32,965 — 3,906 





Remarks.—All,the local authority hquses were built 
to let. it 10 per.cent. of the private enterprise houses 
were built to-let, the remainder: being for. sale, . The 
powe te enterprise figures include about 2,000 agricultural 

— erected with Exchequer subsidy; : the remainder 
were: unassisted, .The..areas of*tocal . authority. houses 
range générally from 550 to to 1,150 sq. ft: according to 
bédroom\ types. The areas of the private. enterprise 
houses are not :kniown, but were subject to a general 
oudaun of. =: sq. ft. 





On‘ Noveniber -20,-Mr. Hiaos asked the 
Minister “of Housing and: Local. Government 
whether he would undertake ‘that ‘any 
changes’ which he might: introduce in. the 
incidence: of development ‘charge: upon the 
building of:dwelling. houses should be retro- 
spective, so that those who were now. ready 
to start .building.might proceed w'thout. fear 
that they would. thereby lose the. benefit of 
any such changes. 

-Mr., MACMILLAN =: I cannot at present add 
anything - to my reply given to. the hon. 
Member : for’, Orkney and. Shefland on 
November 12: 

On, November. .27, Mr. WEITZMAN asked 
the. Minister of. Housing. and Local Govern- 
ment whether he was aware that there were 
many people in London in need of : housing 
accommodation who, through no fault of 
their’ own,’ did. tot‘ possess the necessary 
qualificat! ‘ons to enable them to be put on 
thé “housing ‘lists of ‘their borough or the 
London County Council; and whether he 
would’: “set” ‘up a “central organisation to 
examine’*such' claims and to secure that 
proper cases were rehoused as quickly as 
possible. 

Mr. ‘MacmiLuaN: The Housing Acts give 
tie local. authorities the duty and the right 
€0''select: the tenants of their houses. In 
ekttc'sing> this right they already have the 
guidance given. in the report of the Central 
Hotising Advisory Committee published in 

«°° -am ‘very willing to: consider any 
workable suggestion to deal with hard cases. 

’ Asked by Mr. ALBERT ROBERTS on 
November 37 if he would Bive additional 
housing ‘allocations to’ mining areas, MR. 
MACMILLAN, “the Minister of Housing 


Temporary” 
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and Local Government, said: My -pre- 
decessor made, during the present year, addi- 
tional allocations totalling approximately 
6,300 houses to mining areas. I am willing 
to increase these in accordance with the 
progress made, z. 


Housing Statistics 
- On December 3 Mr. KENNETH THOMPSON 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if. he would state the number 
of houses built during the six. years before 
the last-way, and during the six: years after 
the last war. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the number ‘of 
houses built in England and Wales in the 
periods mentioned were :-— 


( 1) October, 1. 1933 to September 30, 1939. : 


By local authorities ... ; 400,21 1 
By private builders and housing associations 1,530,239 
TOTAL . 1,930,450 
(2). April £,:1945:fo March 31, 195%, 
Permanent . 
, By local authorities *'§92,916 
. By private builders 157,029 


By housingassociations ... Ness ada 5,923 
By Government departments. « ... ae 13,450 





769,318 
124,970 





TOTAL 894,288 





Housing Standards 


On December. 3 Mr. Gipson asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would give an assurance that 
there would be no reduction in the. standards 
of housing accommodation proyided by both 
local authorities and private builders, and 
that sizes of rooms and other amenities 
would be maintained wp to those laid down 
in the current Housing Manual. 


Mr. Marpces (Parliamentary Secretary) 
said that the Minister hoped that local 
authorities would use their 1952 allocations 
to build houses of the types described in the 
circular he sent them on. November 27. 
These types maintained present standards of 
room sizes and living space within a smaller 
superficial area.. As regarded houses erected. 
by private builders under licence, . the ‘size 
would take account of the size and com- 
position of the proposed occupier’s family, 
subject to a maximum of 1,500 sq. ft., and 
the general specification must. be equivalent 
to those laid down in the scheme: operated 
by the National Housebuilders’ Registration 
Council. 


Power-station Building 

On November 26, in reply to a question 
by Mr. Hopson, the Minister of Fuel and 
Power, Mr. GEOFFREY LLOYD, said that:no 
reduction was contemplated in the building 
programme for new power-stations, or ‘in 
extensions to existing -power-stations, but 
shortages might compel some’ REPO. 


House Heating Systems 

In reply to a question by’ Mr. "alain 
on November 26, in regard to. experiments 
in different types of heating at. Lockleaze 
Housing Estate, Bristol, Mr. GEOFFREY 
Lioyp, Min’ster of Fuel and Power, said 
that three different systems of heating have 
been installed in six houses in Bristol which 
were specially built on what is called “the 
open plan design.” One system used low- 
pressure hot water; the second, warm air 
with ducts; and the. third, warm a'r without 
ducts. He had not reached any conclusions 
because he had not yet received information 
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about the costs. of these experimental 
— and what the people thought about 
them. | 


Cast-iron Pipes 


Mr. A. R. W. Low, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Minister of Supply, said in reply 
to a question from Mr. JAMES JOHNSON, on 
November 27, that the delivery period for’ 
orders for cast-iron pipes for water mains 
placed in both July and October this year 
was between 18° months and two years. 
Makers adhered as far as possib!e to the 
delivery dates promised when the order was’ 
received. 


Stee] Framed Offices 


On November 27, Mr. Eccies, Minister 
of Works, said in reply to Mr. ErROLL, that 
37 ‘steel-framed ‘office build ngs were at 
present under construction in London, of 
which seven were Crown buildings, and 11 
will be leased for use as Government offices. 
School Building - Plans . 4 

On ‘November 29 Miss Warp asked the 
Minister of Education on what basis the 
building programmes submitted by local 
education committees for 1952-53 were 
reduced prior to October 25, 1951; and, in 
particular, as between one education com- 
mittee and another. 
expenditure on the building programme for 
1952-53 submitted by local education com- 
mittees prior to October 25; and what was 
the total expenditure accepted. 


Miss HorssBRuGH said that the total value 
of the primary and secondary school projects 
included in the educational building pro- 
gramme ‘for 1952-53 which was announced 
in September was about £40,000,000. As in 
previous years, it was not possible to include 
all the projects put forward by local educa- 
tion authorities. In selecting the schemes 
which could be approved within the resources 
available, her predecéssor considered care- 
fully the: needs of each authority. for addi- 
tional school places to house the increasing 
school population and the children moving 
to new housing estates and new towns. 
Without an inordinate amount of work she 
could not give the total value of the pro- 
jects proposed by authorities for inclusion 
in the programme. 

Dr. KinG asked the Minister of Education 
how far new school building would be 
exempted from the three months* ban which 
had been imposed. on new building projects. 

Miss. HorssrucH said that pro’ects for 
which a starting date ‘had already been 
awarded would be allowed to start, except 
that it might be necessary to arrange for 
some postponement in areas where there was 
a serious shortage of labour. Fresh applica- 
tions for starts: before March, 1952, could 
be considered only in areas where the build- 
ing industry was not overloaded, and for 
projects on new housing estates where a 
delay beyond the end of February would 
cause. exceptional difficulty. Any exemptions 
would bé subject to the availability of steel. 


ae 


‘Small Dwelling Acquisition 


On November 29 Mr. Awsery asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware that the increase in loan 
charges under the Small Dwellings Acquisi- 
tion Act would discourage people from 
purchasing their own homes; and if he would 
take steps to see that this extra 4+ per-cent. 
was not placed on these special loans. 

Mr. MarPLEs replied in the negative. He 
said that the Minister . believed that © loans 
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under these Acts would still be made on 


sufficiently favourable terms to attract per- 
sons who wanted to buy their own homes. 


Town and Country Planning 


On December 3, Mr. MARPLES, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, told the House that the 
Minister had under careful and anxious con- 
sideration the operation of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, and of the 
Mineral Workings Act, 1951, which flowed 
from it. Mr. LINDGREN assured him that the 
Opposition would resist any amendment of 
the 1947 Act. 


Selling Price of Houses 


In the House of Commons on December 
4, Mr. Hytton Foster (C., York), asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would introduce legislation to 
secure that, subject to proper safeguards in 
the case of houses the permitted sale price 
of which was limited by the terms of the 
building licence, a house-owner who was 
compelled to remove to another area in pur- 
suit of employment or promotion in his 
employment might sell his house at its full 
market price. : 


4 

Mr. MartTIN Linpsay (C., Solihull), asked 
the Minister whether he would bear in mind 
that an early indication of the Government’s 
intentions in regard to the control of house- 
selling price provided for in Section 43 of 
the Housing Act, 1949, which expired in 
1953, would be welcomed by all those who 
now wished to sell their houses; and if he 
would take action as soon as possible in 
this matter. 


Mr. MACMILLAN: This control continues 
until December 20, 1953. I should like care- 
fully to watch the situation before taking 
any steps which might weaken its efficacy. 


Housing—Birmingham 

Mr. SHURMER (Lab., Sparkbrook) asked 
the Minister if he was aware that the decision 
of his department to permit an alteration 
in the ratio of houses buiit by the housing 
authority and private builders would cause 
concern in Birmingham where only a small 
proportion of those on the waiting list of 
the housing department had indicated their 
ability to build their own houses, or to pay 
enhanced rents; and if he would reconsider 
his decision as far as that city was concerned. 

Mr. MACMILLAN:. No, Sir. Within the 
maximum of one-half it is for the local 
authority to decide after considering the 
needs of their district what proportion cf 
their allocations of houses should be built 
privately. 


Advice on Housing from F.M.B. 


Mr. READER Harris (C., Heston and Isle- 
worth) asked the Minister if he would con- 
sult the Federation of Master Builders when 
considering plans for increasing the rate of 
house building. 


Mr. MACMILLAN: My right hon. Friend, 
the Minister of Works, and I, keep in close 
touch with the whole of the building indus- 
try, which is represented on my Central 
Housing Advisory Committee. I shall be 
glad to consider any suggestions the Federa- 
tion mentioned may send me. 


Brick Production 


Mr. MULLEy asked the Minister of Works 
how many bricks had been manufactured in 
this country in the last year, to the nearest 
convenient date; how this number compared 
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with the target set as the minimum require- 
ment of the building industry to enable it 
to achieve the building programme planned 
for 1951; and what steps he proposed to take 
following his consul:ation with the National 
Federation of Clay Indu.tries on November 
20, to increase brick production. 


Mr. Eccies: 6,018 million bricks were 
manufactured in this country in the 12 
months ended October 31, 1951; the target 
set by my predecessor was 6,800 million 
bricks for 1951. The target will, therefore, 
not be reached. I am continuing my dis- 
cussions with the industry to see what help 
I can give, and have asked them to bring 
to my notice any difficulties in the way of 
expansion. 


Mr. PrybDe asked the Secretary af State 
for Scotland if he would state the price per 
1,000 of Continental bricks being delivered 
to building sites in Midlothian. 

Mr. Stuart said that the price per 1,000 
of Continental bricks recently delivered to 
building sites in Edinburgh was 235s. 

Mr. GEORGE ROGERS asked the Minister 
of Works what controls affecting the pro- 
duction of bricks were still in operation. 


Mr. Eccies: The only control directly 
affecting the brick industry is the Bricks 
(Control) Order, -1942, under which brick 
manufacturers are licensed by my Ministry. 


Recruiting Apprentices 


Mr. STEWARD asked the Minister of Works 
what steps he was taking to ensure that 


there was an increased intake of building. 


apprentices in order that the expanded hous- 
ing programme would not be held up owing 
to shortages of skilied labour. 


Mr. Ecces: The Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council has recommended a 
variety of measures to stimulate recruitment 
in the right crafts and in suitable districts, 
to improve facilities for vocational training 
and to encourage indentures and registra- 
tion. The industry and the Government are 
acting together in this problem. The work 
done to encourage apprenticeship was a 
feature of the Building Trade Exhibition at 
Olympia, as of the many exhibitions that 
have been sponsored by my Department 
throughout the country. 


School Building Programme 

On December 6, Mr. CHAPMAN asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether, in 
view of the effect on the school building 
programme of’the Government’s decision to 
reduce new building and the. shortages of 
places this would cause for children, par- 
ticularly at the beginning and the end of 
school life, he would eause a general review 
to be made of the effects of building 
enonomies on the social services. 


Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said he did not 
accept the implication in this question that 
any decision of the Government would have 
the effect alleged. The needs of the social 
services for new buildings were examined 
each year as part of the general review of 
the building programme as a whole, and 
such a review was now in progress. 


New Type Plans 


Mr. Awesery asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government what would be 
the estimated ‘increased percentage of the 
number of houses to be built as a result 
of the reduction in the size of council hguses 
from over 900 to 737 square feet. 


Mr. MARPLEs said that the specimen new 
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‘type plans ranged from 889 to 924 sq. ft. in 


superficial area for three-bedroomed dwell- 
ings and from 762 to 784 sq. ft. in superficial 
area for two-bedroomed dwellings. It was 
too early to judge the effect upon the build- 
ing programme of the provision of dwellings 
within these sizes. 

Future of the South Bank 


In reply to questions on December 7 by 
Captain Bullock, Lt.-Col. Lipton, Mr. H. 
Brooke and Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. MOLson, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Works, 
said that the 27-acre site was the property of 
the London County Council, who had made 
it available for the festival. The Minister of 
Works was under the obligation to return 
the site to the L.C.C. clear of everything 
which the Council did not wish to retain. The 
Minister attached the greatest importance to 
carrying out this obligation as quickly as 
possible, and on December 6 had heid a 
meeting on the site with officials of the 
festival and representatives of the L.C.C. It 
was intended that all decisions would be 
taken before February 1 so that the work of 
demolition would begin at once. 


The matter had been considered by the 
L.C.C. and the Government departments con- 
cerned, and the site had been divided into a 
number of zones. The riverside walk was 
the responsibility of the L.C.C., and they 
intended to open it as soon as possible. 
He was sure they would take into account 
the suggestion for a swimming- pool. On, 
the part between Hungerford Bridge and 
Waterloo Bridge the L.C.C. were going 
to consider whether it was worth while to 
retain any of the buildings, other than the 
Festival Hall. There was the question of the 
Telekinema, and it had also been suggested 
that it might be worth while retaining the 
administrative offices for the Council of 
Industria] Design, but that would involve 
a lot of money. 


LieuT.-CoL. Lirpton.—Does that mean the 
Shot Tower may come down? 


Mr. MOLSON said that the Shot Tower 
had been bought by the L.C.C. and was a 
matter entirely for them. 


The upper part of the site, he continued, 
lay between Hungerford Bridge and County 
Hall. It was some time ago that the Minister 
agreed to take the lease of this site for a 
period of 200 years for the purpose of erect- ~ 
ing Government offices. Since then there 
had been the ban imposed by the former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the build- 
ing of any additional Government offices. 


Whether or not it would be necessary to 
reconsider entirely the whole intention of 
building offices on the site was a matter which 
would be considered in the light of speeches 
which had been made that day. A decision 
would not be likely for a considerable time. 
In the meantime, this area, which was now 
leased to the Ministry of Works, would be laid 
out in the form of gardens or in some other 
way to preserve or increase the amenities of 
London. There were negotiations which, if 
successful, would result in British European 
Airways taking over Station Gate as a sub- 
stitute for their present terminal at Kensing- 
ton, which they were likely to have to leave 
in the near future. Mr. Morrison had said 
recently that he hoped the L.C.C. would 
acquire the Dome of Discovery, and re-erect 
it -at Crystal Palace. The Ministry would 
be happy if that were done. They believed 
the L.C.C. shared théir view that the Skylon 
should be moved from the present position 
and that the Nelson pier should ‘also go. 
The Rodney pier was likely to be retained. 





838 


Development Charges 


On December 7, Mr. NICHOLLS asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
in view of his proposal to allow an increase 
in the private building ratio and the prevail- 
ling uncertainty concerning the future of the 
development charge imposed under the 
Town and Country Planning Acts, which 
was acting as a deterrent to private build- 
ing, if he would now make a statement about 
his intentions in the matter of the charge. 

- Mr, MACMILLAN said that the Government 
‘were considering whether the parts of this 
relating to compensation, depreciation of 
land values and development charges, should 
be altered or modified; but the subject was 
a complicated one and there was no easy 
solution., Even if the Government decided 
that amending legislation should be intro- 
duced, it would hardly be possible to do it 
this’ session. Meanwhile, anyone who held 
or could get himself a licence would be ill- 
advised to defer starting inthe hope that 
if he waited-for a time he might avoid pay- 
ment of development charge. Development 
charges on new housing were part and parcel 
of the whole system embodied in the Act, 
and the question whether any alteration 
could be made in the matter of these charges 
must, therefore, await the Government’s 
review of the Act and Parliament’s decision. 


Kelvin Hall Festival Exhibition 


Mr. McInnes asked the Minister of 
Works, on December 7, if he would inquire 
into the cause of the failure of the main 
sontractor at the Kelvin Hall section of the 
Festival of Britain Exhibition; and what 
effect such failure had had on the sub- 
contractors. 

Mr. Ecc es reptied that the Festival Office 
entered into a contract with the main dis- 
play contractor for the Kelvin Hall Exhibi- 
tion and was carrying out its contractual 
obligations. The Festival Office was not a 
party to the sub-contracts and had, there- 
fore, no contractual obligations to the sub- 
contractors. He had considered whether any 
extra-contractual payments would be justi- 
fied in order to relieve the sub-contractors 
of any part of the loss which they might 
unfortunately suffer in consequence of the 
failure of the main contractor. After full 
consideration, however, he regretted that he 
could not: direct the Festival Office to go 
beyond its contractual obligations. The 
taxpayer had paid for the work done and 
there was no justification for asking him to 
pay again. 


TRADE WITH CANADA 


Mr. Eden’s Hopes 


Mr. EpeN, the Foreign Secretary, speak- 
ing in London on Monday at a luncheon 
given by the Canadian Chamber of Com- 
merce in Great Britain, expressed the hope 
that Britain could further increase her ex- 
ports to Canada and thus ease the balance 
of payments difficulties which restricted 
the free flow of trade between the two 
countries. 

The British Commonwealth, Mr. Eden 
said, was now regarded in world affairs as a 
group which was moved always by one 
underlying spirit, the same robust determina- 
tion: to manage its own affairs in freedom 
and good will. Britain and Canada had 
much to offer each other in trade, and though 
’ there were still balance of payments difficul- 
ties which restricted the flow of trade, we 
‘hoped, with Canadian help, further to 
increase our exports: so that together we 
icould ease the present irksome restrictions. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 
IN 1950 


Mechanisation and New Techniques 
and Materials Studied 
e BUILDING RESEARCH 1950”* gives 
an account of investigations by the 
Building Research Board into the possibilities 
of making much more use of mechanisation, 
new techniques and new materials in the 
building industry. A special study has been 
made of building costs and the factors that 
influence them. A’ survey was completed 
during which local authorities and private 
firms made available for analysis the records 
of costs and labour for 200 contracts. The 
data collected are being used to prepare 
standards of comparison for the use of the 
industry. 

During the year the responsibility for 
economic and sociological research on build- 
ing. was transferred from the. Ministry of 
Works to the D.S.I.R. This work includes 
the study of building methods and the con- 
sideration of problems concerning the special- 
ised needs of various types of user besides 
that on cost analysis. 

The work on building methods includes 
the study of the mechanisation of building, 
the various ways of building now available 
and the use of prefabricated internal fittings. 

In examining the needs of the users. of 
various buildings, the effects of design, con- 
struction, space distribution, services and 
equipment are considered. 


Building: Materials 

Research work on building materials has 
included a study of stone-built houses. It 
was found that cost could be saved by reduc- 
ing the thickness of external walls from the 
usual 16-18 inches to about 12} inches. The 
loss of thermal efficiency can be compensa- 
ted for by substituting lightweight blocks for 
brick backing. 

Work has also been done on the effects 
of times and temperature in the curing of 
clays and on the chemistry of cements and 
silicates. . Experimental work has been 
carried. out on the problem of increasing 
supplies of cheap lightweight aggregates for 
concrete by the use of clinker from power 
stations. Ways of removing unburnt fuel 
from the clinker by screening or by pneuma- 
tic means have been found. 

A fungicidal paint. based on zinc oxy- 
chloride which will prevent the spread of 
dry rot from infected brickwork has been 
developed in collaboration with the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory. 

Tests on bitumen surface films have shown 
that the water resistance of a film formed 
with hot bitumen is as much as a thousand 
times greater than that of a film formed 
from a cold emulsion. 

Design and Performance of Structures.— 
An improved method of construction of 
composite slab and girder type bridge decks 
was evolved at the Building Research Station. 
The method uses inverted “T” steel girders 
and pre-cast concrete slab elements designed 
to replace the top flange and to act in struc- 
tural combination with the girders. 

A method of analysing the elastic stresses 
in concrete shell roofs has been found which 
removes many of the uncertainties of other 
methods of design. Selected typical cases 
have been worked out in detail and the 
results verified by means of small-scale 
plastic models. 





* Building Research, 1950, published by H.M.S.O. 
= D.S.L. «+ Price 4s. (1. dollar U.S.A.), by post 
8, 2d. - : 
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During the year, test panels representing 
part of the steel road deck of the proposed 
Severn Bridge were .tested for the Ministry 
of Transport. 


Soil Mechanics.—Work on soil mechanics 
has included investigations in the laboratory 
of. physical and mechanical properties of 
soils in order to obtain more information 
to apply to problems in the field. - 


The distribution of the bearing capacity 
of piles between skin friction and point 
resistance has been studied by means of 
model tests. The results of the tests agreed 
closely with calculated values and showed 
that in granular sands skin friction is small, 
but in cohesive soils itis the major com- 
ponent and point resistance which is small. 


New information about the mechanics of 
failure in soil subjected to seepage. has been 
obtained by means of electrical analogy 
studies and model tests in a seepage tank. 
The tests showed that thin horizontal layers 
of gravel, fine sand or silt can help to bring 
about failure in a cofferdam. 


Building Operations ; 

Mechanical aids to building have been 
studied and the work included the study of 
the behaviour of machines on site and 
collaboration with manufacturers in ‘the 
development and testing of suitable plant. 
The machines considered include long-reach 
tower cranes for handling materials, powered 
vehicles for carrying concrete, mortar mixers, 
building jigs and a transporter boom for con- 
crete. 

Study of prefabrication has-included not 
only problems concerned with the applica- 
tion of this technique to the shells of build- 
ings but to those met in applying the prin- 
ciple to the production of internal fittings 
needed to complete the building. In this 
connection arrangements are under con- 
sideration with a local authority by which 
different types of prefabrication will be used 
in the course of erection of some 400 houses 
for the authority to see what savings can 
be made in this way on the cost of house 
cons‘ruction. 

The Efficiency of Buildings—Among sub- 
jects bearing on ‘the efficiency of buildings 
which have been studied are lighting and 
glare, colour schemes, working temperatures, 
ventilation, sound insulation and’ plumbing. 


Surveys have been made of. houses, flats, 
schools, hospitals, factories and public build- 
ings and the results of the investigations 
have been made available to designers of 
new buildings. Recommendations based on 
the surveys are to be published. 


Colonial Liaison.—An increasing number 
of enquiries on building problems is being 
received from those interested in Colonial 
building by the Colonial Liaison Officer. At 
the request of the Colonial Office a special 
ten-day course for colonial architects and 
engineers was held at the Building Research 
Station. 


Earnings of Industry 
Aims of Industry, Ltd., have compiled ‘a 
further publication in theit.series of book- 


lets on commerce and the citizen. The 
1951-52 edition is entitled the Earnings of 
Industry. It is intended as a basis of facts 
about profit and capital in their relation to 
wages, salaries, and the cost of_ living. 
Trades of all types are covered including 
engineering firms, chemical industry, build- 
ing trade, breweries, motoring and shipping. 
It is published by Hollis and Carter, London. 
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FUEL RESEARCH 
1946 TO 1949 


Reports of the Fuel Research Board 
and Director of Fuel Research 


THE first task after the war was the repair 

of war damage at the Fuel Research 
Station and the construction and installation 
of plant and equipment needed for the post- 
war programme. The major part of this 
programme is concerned with the efficient 
use of fuel, both domestic and industrial. 


The last report was for the period 1939-46 
and was concerned largely with the war- 
time activities of the station. The presént 
report* deals mainly with the transition from 
short-term wartime researches to post-war 
reconstruction projects. 

One important’ development occurred in 
1947 when, following the nationalisation of 
the coal industry, the work of the coal 
survey and the staffs'of the coal survey 
laboratories were transferred to the National 
Coal Board. The N.C.B., as the national 
organisation responsible for the winning and 
marketing of coal, has also undertaken the 
responsibility for research work on the 
preparation of coal for the market. 

In connection with the housing programme 
the Fuel Research Station is the principal 
testing authority for the new improved 
domestic grates and stoves for solid fuels, 
and arrangements for intensifying this test- 
ing work were immediately made. Since a 
large number of the appliances are made in 
Scotland a branch has been established near 
Glasgow to speed up the test work. Appli- 
ances satisfying the requisite performance 
requirements are put on a list of improved 


solid fuel appliances, which is circulated to- 


local authorities and others concerned with 
housing. The calorimeter building built for 
the more fundamental research on domestic 
heating has been completed and its equip- 
ment installed. Large-scale experiments have 
been undertaken on the carbonisation of 
coal, using intermittent vertical chambers, to 
determine the possibilities of producing coke 
of improved combustibility for use in 
domestic fires and stoves. 

-Experiments have been undertaken on the 
gasification of fine low-grade coals and cokes, 
using: the “ fluidised-solids ” technique, with 
a view to providing producer gas, water gas 
and gas for thé synthesis of oils. If producer 
gas made in this way were used for heating 
retorts in gasworks, additional large coke 
could be made available for other purposes. 

Although it is realised that coal cannot 
directly replace oil as a fuel for many pur- 
poses, some of the advantages of oil can 
be achieved by burning coal in pulverised 
form. - Special burners for pulverised fuel, 
designed at the Fuel Research Station, are 
widely used in industry, and the station is 
now engaged on the design and development 
of combustion chambers to enable coal to 
be used to provide the energy for gas 
turbines. ; 

The station is playing a prominent part 
in the investigation, sponsored by the Boiler 
Availability Committee, to overcome the 
difficulties caused by deposits of sold matter 
on the external heating surfaces of power- 
station boifers. The investigation. which 
includes both laboratory work and full-scale 
experiments in power stations, has yielded 
much valuable information. The aim is to 
reduce the periods of shut-down for clean- 
ing and thus increase the availability of the 





* Published by H.M. Stationery Office. Price 3s. 
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boilers. Considerable improvement has 
already been effected. 

With the ending of the war, increased 
attention had been paid to the investigation 
of atmospheric poliution, and the number 
of local authorities co-operating by main- 
taining measuring instruments ~has greatly 
‘increased. Special investigations have been 
made of the pollution of the atmosphere by 
oxides of sulphur. 

During the war, smoke-eliminator doors, 
designed at the station, were fitted to the 
hana-fired boilers of merchant ships pro- 
ceeding in convoy. The same principles 
have now been applied to land boilers, par- 
ticularly the Lancashire boilers used so 
extensively in industry, and the special F.R.S. 
doors are being manufactured commercially 
by a number of firms. 

The study of the Fischer-Tropsch process 
and its modifications as a means of produ- 
cing oils and chemicals from coal is being 
continued.. Although this process is not 
economically attractive in this country -at 
the present time, the prospects of its develop- 
ment in other Commonwealth countries, 
where cheap coal is available, are more 
favourable. 


STEEL ECONOMY IN 
REINFORCED CONCRETE 


R.C.A. Memorandum 


IN view of the urgent need for economy 
in the use of steel, the Council of the 
Reinforced Concrete Association has giver 
renewed consideration to a suggestion that 
the working stress of 18,000 lb. per sq. in. 
normally permitted in mild steel reinforce- 
ment complying with BS. 785 (Rolled Steel 
Bars for Congrete Reinforcement) might 
safely be increased and the quantity used in 
reinforced concrete structures thus reduced. 

Although no yield stress is specified in 
BS 785, recent tests indicate that the yield 
stress in mild steel bars of the smaller 
diameters is generally at least 36,000 lb. per 
sq. in. This being so the Council is satis- 
fied that a working stress of 20,000 lb. per 
sq. in. may safely be adopted in bars of 
8-in. diameter and less, except in the design 
of liquid-retaining and other special struc- 
tures. 

This stress is in excess of that recom- 
mended in BS. Code of Practice (CP. 114- 
1948) for the Structural Use of Normal Re- 
inforced Concrete in Buildings. It is the 
opinion of the Council that Standard Speci- 
fications and Codes of Practice ought not to 
be varied to meet temporary emergencies; 
they are not mandatory and their require- 
ment can generally be modified at the dis- 
cretion of the engineer responsible for the 
work. It is not proposed, therefore, to urge 
the Council for Codes of Practice to amend 
CP. 114-1948 for this specific purpose, and 
no departure from BS. 785 is suggested. On 
the other hand the London County Council’s 
building bye-laws, which limit the working 
stress to 18 000 Ib. per sq. in., are mandatory 
within the County of London, but their re- 
quirements may be modified by “ waiver” 
under Section 9 of the London Bfiilding 
(Amendment) Act, 1935, and a copy of this 
Memorandum has been handed to the L.C.C. 
with a rectOmmendation that applications 
for such a “ waiver” be sympathetically 
considered. 

Further consideration is being given 
to the question whether, and under what 
terms, a similar recommendation can be made 
in relation to mild steel bars of diameters 
greater than § in. 
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ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRA- 
TION COUNCIL 
Seventy-ninth Ordinary Meeting 


THE Professional Purposes Committee of 

the Architects’ Registration Council 
have considered an inquiry by an architect 
as to whether he may accept part-time em- 
ployment by a local authority for housing 
on salary, with the right to claim additional 
salary if the houses exceed 50 per annum. 
The committee have had the advantage of 
interviewing the architect, who explained 
the proposal in more detail. He has been 
informed that such a contract with a local 
authority might prove to be a source of 
trouble and that he would be well advised 
to make an agreement placing his services 
at the disposal of the local authority for a 
stated salary for a stated period of time for 
any architectural work that he may be re- 
quired to do, and should the agreed time 
prove to be insufficient, he should then make 
an amended agreement as to increased 
remuneration. 

The Financial and General Purposes 
Committee reported that in accordance with 
the Council’s instructions, the names of 90 
persons were removed from the Register 
on November 12 last, for non-payment of 
the 1951 Retention Fee. The correspond- 
ing figure for 1950 was 69. The Committee 
also reported that they expected the 
Register to be published at the end of 
April, which would permit the names of 
the new Council, elected in March, to be 
included. 


Admissions 

The Council approved the admittance of 
266 applicants to the Register, all of whom 
qualified by examination under section 
6 (1) (c) of the Principal Act. -Three appli- 
cants were rejected, who applied under sec- 
tion 6(1)(d) of the. Principal Act and 
Regulation 26(b}—application supported by 
a Constituent Body of the Council. 


Of a total of 5,622 applications received 
under the 1938 Act and under Regulation 
26(2), (5), (6), (7) and (b), 3,968 were recom- 
mended for admission, 1,446 were rejected, 
203 were withdrawn, leaving a balance still 
to be dealt with of five. 


A recommendation of the Board of 
Architectural Education regarding the Panel 
of Examiners for 1952 was carried by the 
Council. It was recommended that: the 
panel be appointed as follows: chairman 
of the Panel of Examiners, Mr. Kenneth 
M. B. Cross; general knowledge, Mr. F. F. 
S. Bryson; mathematics, Dr. E. S. Martin; 
essays, Mr. F. S. Orme; drawing test and 
design test, Mr. Hubert Lidbetter. _ The 
Council also approved the appointment of 
Dr. G. I. Sinclair as reserve examiner for 
the subject of essays. 

> a Se 
Willesden Technical College Successes 

The Plasterers National Joint Committee 
have awarded the “Crombie Trophy ” for 
the best results in the City and Guilds exam- 
inations to Willesden Technical College. 
D. W. Collins, an apprentice attending the 
College, has been awarded the “ Tyzak ” 
silver trowel. 

The Federation of Master Builders, Lon- 
don Region Area 23, have awarded their 
challenge trophy for building trade appren- 
tices gaining most awards at thé annual 
exh'bition held in the area to Willesden 
Technical College. 
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THE MAKING OF SURVEY DRAWINGS 
By GEO. O. SCORER, FRIBA 


Ts preparation and dimensioning of 

survey sheets, from which the 
various plans, elevations, and sections of 
an existing building can be drawn out or 
“* plotted,” is‘a simple matter provided the 
work is done methodically and neatly. 

Materials required should include a 
foolscap-size pad of squared paper with 
4-in. squares, or alternatively, a stiff 
folder with loose sheets ; a pocket note- 
book ; pencils, including a blue and a red 
one; india rubber; compass; pocket 
level ; plumb-bob arid line ; torch ; brad- 
awl; rubber bands; 2 ft. rule; 100 ft. 
tape; two-fold 5 ft. rod, or alternatively, 
five-fold 5 ft. rod, which can be carried in 
an ordinary attache-case together with the 
other materials. 

Before starting the survey ascertain, by 
pacing, the approximate length and depth 
of the building, .in order to decide on the 
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scale to be used. A foolscap sheet will 
take a building up to a maximum of 
100 ft. by 60 ft. if drawn to 4-in. scale, 
or up to a maximum of 50 ft. by 30 ft. if 
drawn to }-in. scale. For a building as 
shown on the diagram below the scale to 
be used should be 4-in. to Tf ft. ’ 


"Take a compass bearing and mark. this 
on the survey sheet. Always begin the 
survey with the ground floor plan; and 
start with the exterior, working from left 
to right all round the building until you 
arrive at the first starting point. Aided 
by the squares on the paper all openings, 
projections, recesses, down-pipes, etc., 
should be sketched in to scale, and it will 
be advisable to use the note-book for 
details to a larger scale of door and window 
frames, architraves and skirtings. Note, 
also, types of finishings to all floors, walls, 
and ceilings and details of stairs. Where 


hile fe, hit serie ois REE 6 ho oe eer in sae 
Bae Seater noon all all > 
’ 6 7 

‘\ / br N rs ~ a ' 
/ i= ‘ / t 
\ % y 7 ‘* if ' 
Hi » /- ‘ af SB KITCHEN ; 
‘s 8) AROS > sift ‘! 3h ~ 

‘ cae N ~ 
wt 5 mM ‘s a + 4 ‘\ : 
J => = . 
/ b, 5 Teo | Powers ANTRT ‘ 
7 N LAV. i= ! 
hss! | is 
‘9 
~<ose HALL CORKIPOR 7 t+ 
: ae 
\ ae nd ; = ee ' 
/ ' 
‘ onAnin Room LIBRARY stusic ; 
- t 
‘ a \ @ Poren y, ih ' 
y, “ iain ‘ t 
77 \ E \ : 

\ BP GROUND PLANOFTHE HouSE HH’ sS 
TO BE SURVEYED — 
po nehe Ses eaten ee 36, Ha ms wees 1) =e 


DETAIL OF GROLIND FLOOR SURVEY 









December 14 195 r 


possible take running dimensions, as 
shown on the south front of the diagram. 
Always take diagonal dimensions of pro- 
jecting wings in order to ensure that they 
are built at right angles to the main block 
which is: not always the case. Without 
this check your survey may not plot 
correctly. 


Next, fill in the positions of the interna} 


walls, partitions, staircases, cupboards, 
sanitary fittings, and hot-water apparatus. 
Indicate, by figures enclosed in a circle, 
all floor to ceiling heights and all floor 
to beam soffit heights. Also, record the 
heights from floor to top of window- 
boards, and heights from top of window- 
boards to soffit of window openings. 


If required, the position of electric light 


‘and power points and switches, and of gas 


points, should be indicated on the plan 
by blue or red pencillings. The position 
of electric bells dnd indicators may be 
similarly shown. 
Upper  -floors, 
floors and roof, 


as well as basement 
should have separate 
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survey sheets on which the outlines of the 
ground floor plan should be first drawn 
in, after which the details may be filled in 
as in the case of the ground floor. Note 
position of all trap doors. In all cases it is 
essential to record the finished thicknesses 
of all walls and partitions; failing to do 
this is fatal. Elevations and sections of 
the building should be sketched in on 
separate sheets by reference to the plans, 
ind should be fully dimensioned. Roof- 
slope angles may be ascertained from the 
rafter slope. Heights of inaccessible 
chimney-stacks may be calculated by 
counting brick or stone courses. 

Walling which shows brick courses 
jaid stretcher-wise on the exterior indicate 
hollow walling. In arriving at the thick- 
ness of walls, both internal and external, 
bear in mind that the plaster finish may 
be on battening and lathing. 

The drain plan, on a separate sheet, 
should show all gullies taking wastes or 
rainwater ; all inspection chambers ; in- 
let and outlet vents, disconnecting cham- 
ber ; position of main. sewer or septic 
tank. Before leaving the site check up 
on ‘the survey sheets in case you have 
omitted any vital dimension. Draw out 
the survey as soon as may be possible 
while it is fresh in your mind—and may 
your surveys always plot ! 


HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING 


Principal’s Annual Report 


(PHE advantage in being able to ease 

rather cramped conditions at the 
School by overflowing some study classes 
into their newly built annexe, was mentioned 
by Mr. Edwin M. Rice, F.R.L.B.A., principal 
of the Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts, when he presented his 
annual report at the School’s prize-giving at 
Hammersmith Town Hall on December 4. 

The annexe, which is sited adjacent to 
the main school building in Lime-grove, has 
provided accommodation for a new pottery 
section, consisting of three rooms, and ade- 
quate workshop space for plastering, paint- 
ing and decorating and brickwork classes. 
It has also enabled one room to be. set 
aside as a school library and another as a 
materials testing laboratory. 

In his report, Mr. Rice paid tribute to the 
good service which Mr. F. G. Goodin, 
F.R.I.B.A., head of the building department, 
had given to the school since his appoint- 
ment in 1947. Mr. Goodin would be leaving 
in the New Year to take up his duties as 
head of the building department of the 
College of Estate Management. 


Integration Policy 

Referring to the relationship between the 
school’s department of building and depart- 
ment of arts and: crafts, Mr. Rice’s report 
states: We have endeavoured during the last 
year to bring about a much closer integra- 
tion between the art subjects and those in 
the building department, and apart from indi- 
vidual links between courses, most success- 
ful of-which so far has -been the relation 
between the architectural course and the art 
courses, we have an entirely reorganised 
course in interior design which, in spite of 
some teething troubles, is functioning well 
with credit to both students and staff. In 
this course we have an intimately integrated 
course of art and technics run in such a 
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way as to use the best resources of both 
departments and one which I believe will 
produce designers of an exceptionally high 
standard. . 

I think we may look back over the last 
year and see that we have made a very real 
move in the direction of that closely knit 
and integrated school which I suggested a 
year ago we hoped to achieve. Already there 
is a much greater awareness and sensitivity 
to design in certain parts of the purely tech- 
nical courses, and we are moving steadily 
towards the canalisation of the work of the 
art department ‘in the direction of those arts 
intimately connected with architecture and 
building. 

We have our interior design course well 
started. Stone carving, wood carving, 
modelling and sculpture are well looked 
after, fabric design is a flourishing group 
and the dress design group is well estab- 
lished and never let it be forgotten that 
fashions in dress, interiors and architecture 
are very intimately connected, each reacting 
upon the other with unfailing certainty. 


L.M.B.A. 


Luncheon to Minister of Works 


Mr. Davip Eccies, M.P., Minister of 
Works, is to be guest of honour at a luncheon 
given by the L.M.B.A. at the Park Lane 
Hotel on Tuesday, January 22, the day of 
the Association’s annual general * meeting. 
The president, Mr. Dudley F. Fox, will 
preside. After the lunch the Minister is to 
give an address to members attending the 
meeting. 


Co-ordinating Apprenticeship Work 


IN ORDER to simplify arrangements 
between headquarters and individual firms, 
the L.M.B.A. has circularised its members, 
suggesting that each firm training lads for 
the industry might nominate one senior 
member to act as Education Officer to the 
firm and to co-ordinate information about 
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apprenticeship and other. technical training. 
A list of these officers at Bedford-square 
would enable the L.M.B.A. to communicate 
directly with the right person within each 
firm, and so avoid delay when urgent matters 
have to be discussed. 


Apprentices’ Exhibit at Olympia 

FOLLOWING the success of the apprentices” 
“ live” exhibit at the Building Exhibition, 
which the L.M.B.A. was responsible for 
organising, the Director, Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes, has had the following letter of 
thanks from the Principal of the Brixton 
School of Building, Mr. D. A. G. Reid: — 

“Now that the Building Exhibition is 
over, I should like to say how grateful we 
are to L.M.B.A. for making it possible for 
the technical colleges to contribute to it. 
In spite of the obvious difficulties and im- 
perfections, we feel that our exhibit achieved 
a notable success, and that both the industry 
and the colleges will benefit from its having 
been there. Furthermore, apart altogether 
from anything the exhibit may achieve, the 
co-operation’of the colleges and the industry 
is worth while for its own sake. 

“Mr. Groves (Wandsworth), Mr. Heath, 
S.E. London (Lewisham), Mr. Rice (Ham- 
mersmith) and Mr. Scott (Northern Poly- 
technic) have all asked to be associated with 
this expression of our thanks,” 


The President Entertains 


THE president and officers of the 
L.M.B.A. are entertaining the staff at Bed- 
ford-square to dinner and a theatre next 
Tuesday night, December 18. The dinner 
is to be at the Café Royal, and the theatre, 
at the request of the staff, is the Globe, 
where the Lyric Revue continues its success- 


ful course. Mr. Dudley F. Cox is to 
preside. 

OBITUARY 
Lord Addison 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death of 
Lord Addison, K.G., P.C., the first Minister 
of Health and Leader of the House of Lords 
in the post-war Labour Government. Lord 
Addison, who had been ill for some time, 
was 82. 


In the earlier part of his career, Lord 
Addison was a member of the Liberal Party, 
when he held important Ministerial posts in 
the 1914-18 war. Afterwards, when he had 
joined the Labour Party, he held successive 
Ministerial posts in three Labour Govern- 
ments. 


Lord Addison was deeply interested in 
social problems from an early age, and was 
an able administrator. After the General 
Election of 1918, when the Lloyd George 
Government was returned, he was appointed 
President of the Local Government Board, 
and when this department was shortly after- 
wards reorganised as the Ministry of Health 
he became its first political head. It was 
at this time, with the great need for houses 
after the war, that Lord Addison promoted 
the ambitious programme of State-assisted 
housing, involving the payment of large 
subsidies, which raised the outcry, because 
of its heavy cost to the taxpayer, that eventu- 
ally led, in 1921, to his resignation from 
the Government. Shortly afterwards he 
joined the Labour Party, and published in 
1922 his book, “‘ The Betrayal of the Slums,” 
in which he defended his housing policy and 
vigorously attacked those who had rejected 
it. In 1937 he was raised to the peerage. 


H® 
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BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


What is Expected from the Technical 
Colleges? 


rPHE Building Teachers’ Conference met 

at the headquarters of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
on November 17, under the chairmanship 
of T. E. Scott, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. The 
Conference was welcomed by Mr. F. M. 
Sleeman, C.B.E., F.1.0.B., on behalf of the 
N.F.B.T.E. 

Mr. SLEEMAN opened the discussion on 
“What the Building Industry expects from 
the Technical College” by saying that a 
great amount was being spent on further 
education and it was the duty of all con- 
cerned to see that it was spent wisely. 

Teachers’ aims should be to teach effici- 
ency; tradesmen usually knew how, but not 
always why, and often failed because of this. 
To know why gave greater interest and, 
therefore, greater efficiency. 

The colleges, he felt, could satisfy these 
requirements and also the curiosity of the 
students, and help to improve discipline, or 
rather restore discipline, for he was of the 
firm opinion that we had dropped back in 
this matter. The present apprentice was not 
disciplined in timekeeping, use of materials 
or care of tools. Initiative should be fostered 
and technology improved, and _ contact 
between students, operatives, and employers 
encouraged. 


Schools Should Teach Industry 


Mr. A. W. YEomaANS, M.I.O.B., said that 
he felt that he could not speak for the indus- 
try, and would like to amend the question 
before the Conference-to read “* What the 
Nation requires from the Technical Colleges ” 
and endeavour to indicate his needs as a 
citizen rather than a builder. 

His first requirement was that colleges 
should teach industry the habit of work- 
ing with constant diligence. Instructors 
should, therefore, be keen “ industrialists ” 


and keep in touch with latest technical 
developments by “refresher” courses in 
industry. Theory, however well taught, 


could not build. Building was largely the 
result of hard physical work. Apprecia- 
tion of conditions found on jobs must be 
acquired by instructors and instilled into 
pupils, and students led to the enjoyment and 
deep satisfaction of craftsmanship. 


Second, he thought that there should be. 


a steady stream of trained craftsmen students, 
skilled in modern practice and use of the 
latest tools, and clean in their work. With 
craft training, emphasis should be on pride 
in industry, and reducing physical effort 
needed by the use of suitable powered tools. 
The third point he made was that not more 
than 10 per cent. should be trained as office 
workers, for administrative and executive 
posts. 

Mr. E. L. Jones, who was introduced as 
a representative of the operatives’ side of the 
industry, began by saying that he felt that 
the industry would never be clear on what 
it wanted. | His personal views were, per- 
haps, influenced by colleagues on. either side. 
First, we required thorough preparation for 
entry. We looked to colleges to make up 
deficiencies in the industry, which, due to 
modern trends and conditions, found diffi- 
culty in training its young workers 
adequately. 

Colleges should assist in the effort to re- 
duce costs by. teaching efficiency, and teach- 
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This photograph, taking during the Building Exhibition, shows the stand of the 
Building Apprentices Rowing Club. The central figure is Edwin Phelps, present 
holder of Doggett’s Coat and Badge, while fourth from the right is Mr. S. Donno, 


hon. secretary and coach of the club. 


On the extreme left is Mr. D. E. Woodbine 


Parish, vice-president of the club. 





ing the apprentice, as he expects, the know- 
how and why. 
Discussion 

In the discussion which followed, members 
made the following points :— 

The tendency to “ peel off ” boys at 11 for 
training for administrative posts was to be 
deprecated. 

The industry should play its part in crafts- 
manship training by providing incentive to 
this, by the right kind of work. 

Recruitment should begin at 13, not 15. 
A difference of opinion was evident on the 
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point regarding teaching old methods; it was 
felt that examination syllabuses were respon- 
sible; others, however, stated that these sylla- 
buses were compiled by the industry, and 
much which they contained was necessary 
for teaching basic principles. 

To the question raised, ““ How can we co- 
ordinate craftsmanship and bonuses ?” Mr. 
Jones replied that a craftsman could do good 
work and earn a bonus, for a craftsman 
would cut once where another would have 
to cut twice. . 


New President Installed 


The afternoon session was taken up by 
the annual general meeting, and the installa- 
tion of the president of the Conference for 
1951-52, Mr. H. J. Falkus,M.1.0.B. The five 
members required for the committee were 
elected followed by the election of Mr. J. 
Lloyd as hon. secretary. This was followed 
by the secretary’s and treasurer’s reports. 

In his inaugural address, MR. FALKuUs said 
that nowadays the need for an enlightened 
and skilled approach to one’s job was widely 
recognised. The responsibility for making 
education available rested with many and 
might be summarised as follows :— 

At the top was the Ministry of Education 
who took care of education with statutory 
authority. There were the governing 
bodies of technical schools and colleges, part 
of whose function was to appoint the heads 
of departments and teachers.. Then came 
the building industry itself represented not 
only by the employers but also by the 
operatives. The industry recognised the 
need for a constant inflow of educated youth 
to build up and maintain a full craft force, 
and was aware of its responsibility to con- 
tribute sound and workable ideas which 
could be embodied in teaching matter. At 
the other end of the scale were the regional 
advisory councils which acted as liaisons 
between the authorities mentioned. 

Mr. Falkus then went on to say that he 
felt there might be an advisory or co-ordinat- 
ing committee acting as liaison between the 
education authorities and the industry, and 
this he intended to explore to the full. 
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EIGHTY YEARS YOUNG ! 


Complimentary Luncheon to Sir Harry 
Selley 


ANYONE who penetrated to the second 

floor of the Connaught Rooms on 
Monday last, might have seen a youthful 
figure with white hair lustily wielding a 
trowel as he buttered a course of brickwork 
—Sir Harry Selley, engaged once again in 
the craft in which he entered the building 
trades nearly 70 years ago. 

The occasion in question preceded a 
luncheon given by the Federation of Master 
Builders to celebrate the 80th birthday 
(which occurred on December 9) of Sir 
Harry, their National President. Members 
and guests present included the Minister of 
Works (Mr. David Eccles), Mr. Alfred 
Bossom, M.P., Sir Herbert Williams, M.P., 
and Sir Richard Coppock, the chair being 
taken by Ald. R. W. Ricketts. 


Handsome tributes were paid by the 
Minister, by Sir Herbert Williams and by 
Sir Richard Coppock, Mr. Eccles recalling 
the occasion when Sir- Harry Selley laid 212 
bricks in an hour at the age of 75, in re- 
sponse to a ghallenge by Mr. George Hicks. 
He also recalled the lifetime of service given 
by Sir Harry to the building trades and to the 
service of the public. “He is an example 
to us all,” said the Minister, “‘ in that having 
got up his own ladder, he has found time 
to help other people get up their’s, and his 
career an object lesson to us all that it is 
high time that we should stop making up 
fairy stories to encourage people to be con- 
tent to sit at the foot of the ladder.” 

Of Sir Harry as a Parliamentarian, he 
(the Minister) would say that he had always 
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HOUSING 
An Appeal to Local Authorities 


Mr. STEPHEN Hupson, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers,*speaking at the annual dinner of 
the Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch 
Association of Building Trades Employers, 
held at the Pavilion, Bournemouth, on 
December 6, said: 


“That part of the industry which has 
specialised in the building of houses for sale 
or letting privately cannot do its job unless 
it is given the licences and unless it is in 
possession of the necessary land.” 


He appealed, therefore, to local authorities 


to exercise to the full the discretion given 
to them by Mr. Macmillan to grant 50 per 
cent. of their allocation of houses to free- 
enterprise builders and to refrain from com- 
ram acquiring or requisitioning their 
land. 


More Private Licences 


“The more licences such builders are 
given the greater will be their scope for the 
use of materials not in short supply, for the 
speeding up of the rate of house-building, 
for the provision of accommodation for 
middle-class families with housing needs as 
great as those of any other class, and for the 
reduction of the heavy charges imposed on 
the rates and taxes in respect of municipal 
houses. 


“ Free-enterprise builders are anxious to 
get going, and will not be satisfied until they 
are building houses at the same rate as in 
the years before the war.” 








found time to be kind and helpful to young 
members somewhat different from the 
average introduction to the mysteries 
of _the House which was: “Here’s 
where you wash your hands,” and “ Here’s 
where you buy me a drink!” All would 
join, he was sure, in wishing Sir Harry 
Selley many more years of useful service. 


Devotion to Public Service 


Sir HERBERT WILLIAMS also paid tribute 
to Sir Harry‘s devotion to public service, 
particularly as chairman of the L.C.C. 
Housing Committee, where nothing short of 
a good job of building would satisfy him. 
Sir RicHARD Coppock recalled that both Sir 
Harry and he had first come to London on 
the ticket of the Operative Society of Brick- 
layers; all his life Sir Harry had been a good - 
builder and had held to the fundamental 
principle of sound structures. 

Sir Harry SELLEY. responding, expressed 
his gratitude for the compliments passed. 
He had started the hard way at a time when 
it was an unheard of thing for a bricklayer 
to scale a drawing, but when he was expected 
to set his hand to anything that came along 
—bricklaying, a bit of plastering or stone 
work, or making pins for slates. That, he 
had always thought, was the finest back- 
ground for the master builder. It had en- 
abled him to spend a large portion of his 
four-score years in the service of the 
people. 

Ald. Ricketts presented to the President 
a silver inkstand, suitably engraved, as a 
gift from the membership of the Federation 
of Master Builders. 


Sound Absorbent Treatments 

B.R.S. Digest No. 36, “Sound Absorbent 
Treatments,” is now issued from the 
Stationery Office (price 3d.). 


The ONLY Stripper that 
HAS GONE THROUGH 


30/40* Coats of Paint 
with ONE APPLICATION 


We shall be pleased to 
‘ send you proof of this. 
SA FE Guaranteed Neutral and 


Harmless. 


S U R E 200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


SAVES its cost in time saved. 





QUICKSTRYP 31 





PIN 
THIS 


rf 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.-), 
57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone: CLissold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 


to Trade Card or Bill Head for 
details and nearest Stockists. 


843 


CENTRAL LAND BOARD 


Rebuilding—Other than Dwelling-Houses 
The Central London Board states:— 


Tue Central Land Board will regard the 
third Schedule of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, as permitting a single 
building, other than a dwelling-house, to 
be rebuilt free of development charge as 
two or more buildings which together com- 
prise not more than the cubic content of 
the original building, plus any available 
enlargement tolerance. 

Where such a building, or its foundation 
site, is sold in two or more parts, the pur- 
chaser of any part will therefore have the 
right (provided it has not already been 
exercised) to rebuild free of development 
charge on his land a building not larger in 
cubic content than that part of the original 
building which formerly stood upon it, plus 
any available tolerance. 


Rebuilding and Enlargement 
* Tolerances ” 


Tue effect of paragraphs 1 and 3 of the 
third Schedule of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, together with the 
Exemption Regulations (S.I. 1950, No. 1233), 
is to provide an exemption from develop- 
ment charge when buildings are rebuilt, 
enlarged by 10 per cent. (or by 7,500 cubic 
feet in the case of houses) or enlarged to 
a similar extent on rebuilding. The Central 
Land Board will treat as exempt any rebuild- 
ing or enlargement within these tolerances 
provided it takes place within the curtilage 
as it exists at the time the development takes 
place. 


When the addition of land to the curtilage 
of a building results in a material change 
of use of that land, planning permission is 
required and a ‘liability to development 
charge arises. Consent value for the purpose 
of assessing development charge in these 
circumstances will necessarily be affected by 
the principles set out above, especially if 
the curtilage without the additional land is 
not large enough to allow the carrying out 
of the full. rebuilding and enlargement 
tolerances thereon. 


DEVELOPMENT OF LAND 
Procedure Simplified 

THE EFFECT of new regulations laid before 
Parliament by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
is to give local planning authorities a general 
planning permission when they themselves 
wish to carry out development of land in 
their own areas. Hitherto they have had 
to submit a notice of their intention to the 
Minister. These regulations have been made 
on the understanding that planning authori- 
ties will bring important and controversial 
proposals to the Minister’s attention. A 
memorandum and a circular on the subject 
have been sent to local authorities in England 
and Wales. 


Existing arrangements for the grant of 
planning permission for development by 
authorities other than the local planning 
authority of the area concerned and by 
statutory undertakers have also been revised 
and simplified. The new procedure is des- 


’ cribed in the memorandum. The Minister 


emphasises that the arrangements are an 
experiment, the success of which will depend 
largely on early and informal discussions of 
proposals and a high degree of co-operation 
between the parties concerned. 
The regulations are “‘ The Town and Coun- 
try Planning (Development by Local Plan- 
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ning Authorities) Regulations, 1951,” S.I. 
1951, No. 2069 (H.M.S.O., 3d.). The memo- 
randum is entitled “ Development by Local 
Planning Authorities, Other Local Authori- 
ties and Statutory Undertakers ” (H.M.S.O., 
4d.). 


TOO FEW APPRENTICES 
Youth Employment Service Report 


THE second annual report on the L.C.C. 
"Youth Employment Service, prepared for 
submission to the Minister of Labour and 
National Service, has been issued. It covers 
the period from ‘August 1, 1950, to July 31, 
1951. During the year surveys have been 
made of the position in London under the 
national schemes of recruitment and training 
adopted by the building, plumbing and heat- 
ing and ventilating trades. Co-operation 
between the youth employment service and 
building trades employers and their associa- 
tions is described as good. Of boys in the 
building industry, the report states: ‘“ On 
the evidence of the survey too few are being 
trained. The ratio of boys to adult labour 
is low and must be a matter of concern to 
the industry... .” 

Another comment made is that “ the 
higher rate of pay enjoyed by young labour- 
ers as against the rate paid to apprentices 
is frequently a deterrent to apprenticeship. 
The practice of. employing young labourers 
and paying inflated rates is unsatisfactory.” 
Suggestions referred to in the report include 
voluntary restriction by employers in 
recruitment of labourers under 18 years, the 
equalising of the pay of the apprentice under 
18 with that of the labourer, review of the 
length of apprenticeship training and the 
“ pooling ” of apprentices by employers. 


TRADE NEWS 


Firm’s Change of Name 


As from December 1 last, the name of 
Kent and Sussex Contractors, Ltd., was 
changed to Rush and Tompkins, Ltd. On 
the same date the name of the associated 
company, Rush and Tompkins, Ltd., of 
Footscray High-street, Sidcup, was changed 
to Rush and Tompkins (London), Ltd, 


1951-52 Calendar 


The subject of a calendar issued by 
W. T. Lamb and Sons, Ltd., 35, New 
Bridge-street, E.C.4, is Groombridge-place, 
Kent, an historic mansion, attributed to 
Sir Christopher Wren, and was one of the 
places visited by John Evelyn. The calen- 
dar is dated from November last. 


New Emulsion Paint and Primer 


International Paints, Ltd., Grosvenor 
Gardens House, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1, 
are marketing a new emulsion paint called 
Interlight. The company have also pro- 
duced a new primer for aluminium and other 
light alloys. 


Technical Brochure 


The purpose of an article entitled “ The 
Application of the Plastic Theory to the 
Design of Mild Steel Beams and Rigid 
Frames,” which has been issued as brochure 
No. 3 by the British Constructional Steelwork 
Association, Artillery House, Artillery-row, 
Westminster, S.W.1, is to explain what 
happens when members are bent beyond the 
elastic range to failure, to show how failure 
loads can be estimated, and so to introduce 
the plastic theory in its application to beams 
and portals. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Presentation to Mr. F. J. Gayer 


Mr. F. J. Gayer, F.1.0.B., was presented 
with a gold wristlet watch by the past and 
present members of the compamy at the 
annual dinner, on December 7, of E. A. 
Roome and Co., Ltd., of Hackney. 


Three in 10 at Birmingham 


Birmingham housebuilding committee on 
December 7 decided by a majority vote to 
build private houses on a ratio-of three in 
every 10 municipal houses, rather than on 
the one-for-one ratio permitted by the new 
Government policy. The committee’s 
decision has to be ratified by the city council. 
Rebuilding in Jamaica 

Expenditure of £2,240,000 on building 
schemes in Jamaica after the recent hurricane 
which caused extensive damage throughout 
the island has been approved by the Colonial 
Office. The schemes are for rural and urban 
housing, and for loans to householders to 
carry out repairs. 


The Cost of Houses 


Excluding site value, the cost of a three- 
bedroomed parlour-type house in Liverpool 
is stated to be £1,530 and of a two-bed- 
roomed non-parlour-type £1,430, and the 
rents charged for the former vary from 
20s. 4d. to 38s. 10d. a week inclusive of rates 
and Ils. 2d. to 33s. 7d. These facts were 
given by Ald. H. N. Bewley, chairman of 
the Housing Committee, at the last meeting 
of the Liverpool City Council. 


Incentive Bonus Scheme 


One hundred and twenty workmen, work- 
ing under a bonus scheme with such success- 
ful results that they have regularly exceeded 
their weekly targets, have built 24 houses 
in 10 months in Derby. It is proposed that 
a final £500 will be divided among them on 
the last pay day before Christmas. The men 
have already been paid £2,000 in bonuses 
during the past 10 months, 


Bricks Laid by Schoolchildren 


In the new building for the High Street 
Methodist Sunday School, Blackheath, 
Worcs, the first 76 bricks were laid by school- 
children, each brick bearing the name of 
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the youngster who laid it. Thirty-six other 
bricks, laid at the same time, were in memory 
of past workers and members of the church 
or to commemorate various sections of the 
church and school, each being suitably 
inscribed. 


Sixty Years’ Union Membership 


Recognition of 60 years’ membership of 
the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers has been given to Mr. F. J. Whit- 
lock, an 86-year-old builder of Bitterne, 
Southampton. Representatives of the 
union have presented him with a testimonial 
and badge, the testimonial mentioning his 
“fellowship, service and __ solidarity.” 
Among the Southampton building jobs he 
worked on are: Taunton’s School; Wool- 
worth’s (East-street); out-patients department 
of the South Hants hospital and the exten- 
tions at Pirelli’s, Eastleigh. 


An Inventor Commemorated 


A pleasant ceremony took place at 20, 
Mansfield-street, W.1, on Saturday last 
(December 8), when a plaque to Charles, 
the third Earl Stanhope, was unveiled by 
the present Earl. No. 20, Mansfield-street, 
a fine Adam house, is now part of the head- 
quarters of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, and the federation 
was represented at the’ ceremony,.which was 
organised by the St. Marylebone Society, by 
Mr. G. W. Buchanan, C.B.E. (hon. treasurer), 
Mr. A. W. Yeomans (member of the council 
and vice-president of the L.M.B.A.), and Mr. 
C. Gordon Rowlands, M.A. (secretary). The 
third Earl Stanhope was a prolific inventor, 
and designed the first iron printing press 
and the first calculating machine, and his 
interest in building and engineering matters 
led to the production of a more durable 
cement and patent roof slates and tiles. 


A BUILDING QUIZ 
Prize Awards 


THE. result of the competition organised 
by the B.A.S.A. Rowing Club at the recent 
Building Exhibition entitled “Twenty Ques- 
tions in the Form of a Building Quiz ” has 
been announced. The first prize of ten 
guineas was won by Robert Haynes of 127, 
Hadley-road, New Barnet, Herts, and the 
second prize of five guineas was won by 
R. Nott of 26, Store-street, Tottenham Court- 
road, W.C.1. 

Six competitors tied for the third prize 
and the balance of the prize fund amounting 
to six guineas has been divided among 
H. C. Barton, 142a, Albert Palace Mansions, 
S.W.11; John A. Ellis, 5, Highfield-road, Nut- 
hall, Nottingham; J. I. Gray, 115, Grosvenor- 
road, Epsom Downs, Surrey; A. S. Guiver, 
26, Byrne-drive, Southend-on-Sea, Essex; 
Bryan Hutchinson, Flat 3, 53, Mount Serrat- 
road, S.W.15; and Constance Trent of 26, 
Malden Court, West Barnes-lane, New Mal- 
den, Surrey. 

The following firms kindly assisted in the 
distributien of the competition forms: — 
Eastwood Sales, Ltd., G. H. Downing and 
Co., Ltd., Elsy and Gibbons,. Ltd., London 
Brick Company, Ltd., Mills Scaffolding Co., 
Ltd., Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., and 
Wavis Engineering Co. Over £300 was 
raised as a result of the competition, the 
prizes being generously given by Mr. H. R. 
Montgomery, the organiser of the Building 
Exhibition, and as a result the rowing club 
hopes to have its new boat available in the 
New Year and to compete in a number of 
regattas in the summer. 
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HOUSING LICENCES IN 
“PENNY NUMBERS ” 
Building for Quality 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART, of Huddersfield, 
presiding at the annual meeting of the 
National Housebuilders Registration Coun- 
cil in London, on Wednesday, said that 
economically the policy of issuing licences 
in penny numbers to individuals was funda- 
mentally wrong. It often resulted in licences 
being hawked around for the cheapest price 
and this meant building down to a Price 
instead of up to a standard—in short, jerry- 
building. This had got to stop. “ The only 
practical approach to the problem,” said Mr. 
Stewart, “is the issue, wherever practicable, 
of bulk licences direct to the members of 
the organised national house - building 
industry. The allocation of houses to those 
in greatest need can be assured by a con- 
dition attached to such licences. 


“*We must, however, make sure that these , 


houses comply with the standards of the 
National Housebuilders Registration Coun- 
cil, as endorsed on every licence; and, as 
most reputable builders are already regis- 
tered under this Council, it should be an 
easy matter to bring all houses built for 
sale under the Council’s inspection and 
certification service. Thus each purchaser 
can, at small cost, obtain the Registration 
Council’s certificate of good construction, 
coupled with the builder’s undertaking to 
make good, free of cost, any defects due to 
non-compliance with the specification, that 
are reported within a period of two years.” 


“TOO MANY HOUSES STARTED ” 
Building Programme “ Unbalanced ” 
THE NEW MEASURES in regard to housing 


announced by the Minister of Housing 


recently were along the right lines, said Mr. 
L. B. VENNING, secretary of the Federation 
of Master Builders, at the annual general 
meeting of the Sheffield Branch of the 
Federation on Wednesday. “ However, the 
housing situation at the moment must give 
cause for anxiety,” he continued. ‘“‘Where- 
as in the third quarter of 1950, over 49,000 
houses were completed, in the third quarter 
of 1951 only 47,880 were finished. In the 
first nine months of this year, 139,966 houses 
were completed but over 165,000 were begun, 
and although the previous Government set 
its target at 200,000 houses for 1951 there will 
be a shortfall in this number. 

“ But it is quite possible that during 1951, 
over 200,000 houses will have been started. 
All this shows that the house building pro- 
gramme is in a state of unbalance. We are 
starting too many houses, we have too many 
houses under construction but we are not 
finishing them quickly enough. This way 
there is room for immediate improvement. 
It may well be that once the general build- 
ing programme has got more into balance, 
as a result of the measures announced by the 
Government, more building labour will have 
to be fed in for the housing programme.” 

Mr. Venning added that the key to in- 
creased house building was increased output 
on the site, and if we are to achieve a tar- 
get of 300,000 houses a year as a minimum 
then this increased productivity was impera- 
tive. 





City Corporation’s Office Block 

Plans of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., 
R.A., P-P.R.I.B.A., for the erection of the 
City Corporation’s office block at the north 
of Guildhall are recommended for approval 
by the Common Council of the City of 
London. The cost is estimated at £702,808. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Ashford and Moll, Ltd. (500788). Regd. Oct, 29, 
28, Cock-la., gp eg EC.1, bldrse and con- 
——_ Nom. oe £3,000. Dir.: F. C. Moll, 

Thorold-rd., Ilford, Essex. 
reattio & Son i (Contractors), Ltd. (500789). Regd. 
Oct, 29, 3, Gt. Winchester-st., E.C.2, bldg. and civil 
engng. contractors, etc. om. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 

Beattie, 12, Farmleigh, Southgate. 

Platt and Featherstone (Howden), Ltd. (600852). 
Regd. Oct. 30, 120, Hailgate, Howdon, Yorks, bidrs. 
an pas BE ete. om. cap + £5,000. Dir. : 
F. Platt, Byways, Garth-la., Hook. Gool 

1. Jones (Harrow), Ltd. (500856 Regd. Oct, 30, 
bldrs. and genl. contractors, ete. Nom. ¢ap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: T. Jones, 8, Dudley-ave., Kenton, 
a ; 

C. Mollekin, Ltd. (500862). Regd. Oct. 31, Manor- 
bldgs., Braithwell-id., . Maltby, nr. Rotherham, 
bldr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: C. 
Mollekin. 

Evans and Sewell, Ltd. (500866). Regd. Oct. 31, 
Contractors Yard, The Square, St. Athan, Glam., 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: V. Cc. Evans, 
12, Castleton- td., St. Athan, Glam. 

Goodman and "Lawton, Ltd. (500871). Regd. Oct. 
31, Rotherstone, Devizes, Wilts, bldrs. and con- 
es Nom, cap.: £4,000. Dir.: E. F. Good- 


me. ‘B. Egg ae (Surfacing), Ltd. wae Regd. 
Nov. 1, Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3 bldrs., con- 
tractors, "he Nom. ‘cap.: £1,000. Dir. : j 
a 44, Wilmington- rd., ‘Quinton, 


Palmer Bros. (Marble Arch), Ltd, (500905). Regd. 
Nov. bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom, cap.: £1,000. 
Dir. : %&. J. Palm mer, 12, Portland-ave., Sidcup, Kent. 

Cullens ‘(Structural " Alterations), Ltd." (501140). 
Regd. Nov. 9, Cullen-hse., 168, Hook-rise, Surbiton, 
Surrey, bldrs., — etc. Nom. cap,: £1,000. 
ae te O. M. 

a hetaliar & ioe, Ltd. (501053), Regd. Nov. 7, 
3, Russell Gardens-mews, W. Kensington, =. 14, bldrs., 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2, Dirs.: 
y A. A. Domsalla and L. W. Domsalia, 240, Biythe- rd., 
14. 


William Lygo & Son, Ltd. (500990). Regd. Nov. 3, 
53, Coronation-rd., Selly Oak, Birmingham, bldg. 
and plumbing contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000 
Dir.: A. J. Lyg 

Long and Gott, “Idd. (500977). Regd. Nov. 3, 20, 
Saltaire-rd., Shipley, Yorks, bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,500, Dir.: EE Long, 78, Leeds-rd., 
Windnill, Shipley. 

Stokes and Hall, Ltd. (501245). Regd. Nov. 12, 
Edith Walk, Malvern, Worcs, bldg. contractors. 
Nom. cap.: "£7,000. Dir.: R. EB. Stokes, Orchard 
Cottage, Graham-rd., Maivern, Worcs. 

Edmund Bethell, ‘Ltd. ( 501252). Regd. Nov. 

14, ea tage -rd., S.W.2, bldrs. and Beart Bae 
etc. Nom. cap.: 500. ‘Dir.: B. I. Bethell, 33, 
Olarence-cres., Clapham, $.W.4. 


"Birming- 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest_ 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 | 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
New Bridges Proposed 


THE pouticy of running a road traffic 
bridge above the present railway track over 
the Firth of Forth using the existing Forth 
Bridge, as an alternative to a new road 
bridge, was proposed by Sir Bruce White to 
the Scottish Branch Institute of Highway 
Engineers, in Edinburgh. Light alloy con- 
struction of the aluminium-magnesium-silicon 
group, one third the weight of steel, could 
be used at a cost in the region of £2 million, 
against £10 to £12 million for a new bridge 
for road purposes solely. 

The fact that ultimately a new railway 
bridge would have to be constructed was an 
argument for using the present Forth Bridge 
structure ‘to also carry road traffic. The 
aesthetic aspects would not be involved since 
a road track would improve rather than 
detract from present appearances. 


Glasgow Corporation’s Project 

GLasGOow CORPORATION is to start 
immediate discussions with the Clyde Navi- 
gation Trust and other interested bodies on 
the subject of a high level cross-Clyde bridge 
at Anderston. 

This project is urged in the Inglis Report 
and in the earlier plans for relief of cross- 
Clyde traffic. It will be in addition to any 
ultimate tunnel which may be constructed 
and not in place of such a tunnel. The 
preparatory work is expected to take some 
two years and for that reason the earliest 
possible approach is planned. 

Cross - Clyde traffic is presently a major 
Glasgow headache, the various bridges form- 
ing a permanent bottleneck at peak morn- 
ing, midday and evening periods. 

The additional bridge, west of existing 
bridges, would undoubtedly relieve a fair 
amount of traffic using existing bridges. 


Investigation into Stone-quarrying 

THE Scottish Counci. (Development 
and Industry) have decided to initiate further 
investigations into the Scottish stone-quarry- 
ing. industry under the terms of reference 
“to consider and recommend what steps can 
be taken to increase the amount of building 
in stone in Scotland with the object of ensur- 
ing a continuous programme of such build- 
ing and a sufficiency of trained labour for 
that purpose.” 

Hitherto the efforts of the council to help 
the industry have been devoted primarily to 
finding means of bringing down the cost of 
building houses in stone so that such houses 
might become eligible for Government grant. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Datkeith.—T.C. propose erection of eight apart- 
ment houses at Bonnyrigg-rd. 

Dundze.—Scottish Oils & Shell Mex, Ltd., have 
received approval for oll H of an oil terminal on 
ground at Stannergate, Dundee, owned by the 
Dundee Harbour Trust. The site will handle 45,000 
tons of petroleum products annually. 

Edinburgh.—T.C. propose alterations and adapta- 
tions at ae: Nursery. Plans by City Archi- 


tect, City aes 

Greenock.—. onal tee factory unit is being provided 
by Scottish ‘Industrial Estates, S-. for Inter- 
national Business Machines (U.K J, Ltd., at 
Inverkip, Greenock. The factory will cover 0 of 
110 acres, the remainder being used for sports 
grounds, etc. 

Hamilton.—A. Stevenson & Son, Bertram-st., Burn- 
bank, Blantyre, propose to build carpet factory at 
Burnbank. 

Macduff.—T.C©. have received Ministry of Transport 
and planning authority approval for proposed 
erection of a fish market at Shore-st. 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.—A new 
diesel generating station is being laid down at 
Daliburgh in the Island of South Uist to serve bene 
island and, later, Benbecula. The scheme will cost 
about £52,000 and has been sponsored by the Board 
as part of their programme for areas where water 
power facilities are not adequate or not available 
for generating purposes. 














FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


_ For some contracts stfll open but not included 
in this list see previous issues.. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
at the person from whom particulars may 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 17, 

tCannock R.D.C.—33 houses, Hilton-la., Great 
Wyrley, housing site. J. P. Roberts, C., Council 
House, The Green; Cannock. Dep. £2 2s. 

, DECEMBER 21. 

*tisle of Wight C.C.—Secondary modern school 
and ancillary works at Newport. County A. Dep. 
23 3s. Tenders by February 6. 

*tNorth-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—New operating theatre suite and improve- 
ments, Essex County Hospital, Cotchester. Secre- 
tary, lla, Portland-pl., London, W.1. 

DECEMBER 22. 

*tBromsgrove U.D.C.—60 houses, Charford housing 
estate. E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 

_ *tDept. of Health for Scotland.—Erection of 
imported timber houses. Senior S., St. Andrew’s 
House, Edinburgh, 1. 

tThedwastre R.D.C.—Eight houses, Stowlangtoft. 
Hunt and Coates, architects, 84, Guildhall-st., Bury 
St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 3. 

| DECEMBER 24. 

*tMiddlesex €.C.—School, West End-la., Pinner, 
and Creighton-ave., Hornsey, N.10 (phase II). Chief 
Education Officer, 10, Great George-st., S.W.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by January 21. 

DECEMBER 27. 

Banff C.C.—Construction of Whitehills combined 
water supply scheme. Tawse & Allan, 343, Union- 
st., Aberdeen. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 28, 

*tAmmanford U.D.C.—64 houses and 12 flats, also 
roadworks, etc., Bishop-rd. estate. E. & 8S. Dep. 
£3 3s, (each). 

_Cudworth U.D.C.—36 dwellings at various sites. 
E. & &., Council Offices, Barnsley-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWandsworth B.C.—29% maisonettes, 56 houses, 18 
aged persons’ flats and six shops, Putney Vale 


estate. T.C. 
DECEMBER 29. 
Abingdon R.D.C.—Ten bungalows and two houses 
at Radley and six houses at Kennington. Archi- 
tect, Counci] Offices, 60, Bath-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


ie a ag B.C.—_School, Maybridge. B.B, & S. 


Dep. £ 
; DECEMBER 31, 

Ampthill R.D.C.—20 houses at Aspley Guise. S. 
Council Offices, 12, Dunstable-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

tWidnes 8.C.—College of Further Education 
(stage 1) and Ditchfield-rd. County Prim. Sch. 
(stage 1), Boro’ A., Brendon House, Widnes. 

*Wath-upon-Dearne U.D.C.—52 houses, Campsall 
Field. E. & 8. Dep. £3 %. ” 

JANUARY 1. 

*Brighton C.B.—131 dwellings in three sections at 

Hollingdean estate. B.E S., 26-30, King’s-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 2. 

‘East Riding C.C.—Classroom, Barlby County 
Primary. School, County A., Beverley. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 3. 

*Berks C.C.—Additional ciassrooms, ete., Great 
Faringdon County Primary School. County A., 
Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sunderland C.B.—Erection of public conveniences 
oo B.A., Grange-hse., Stockton-rd. Dep. 


JANUARY 4. 
“Bournemouth C.B.—51 beach bungalows, Toft 
Steps, Undercliff-dr. Boro’ Architect. Dep. £2 2s 


Sundertand C.B.—Extension to Central Fire 


Station at Dun Cow-st. B.A., Grange-hse., Stockton- 


rd. Dep. £2 2s 
JANUARY 5. 

*Accrington B.C.—Six shops and six flats at Fern 
Gore-ave. J. Wallace Buick, A.M.I.C.E., B.E. & S. 
Dep, £2 2s. 

Beaumaris B.C.—Erection of a block consisting 
of a two-storeyed dwelling house and six flats. 
S. Colwyn Foulkes (F.), Merton-p]., Pwllycrochan- 
ave., Colwyn Bay. Dep. £2 2s. 

_Manchester ¥.C.—Erection and completion of sub- 
divisiona] police station at Hall-la., Wythenshawe. 
City A., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 


JANUARY 7. 
*Airehorough U.D.C.—14 houses, Tarn View-gdns., 
and Sunnybank-cres., Yeadon. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Bournemouth C.B.—Temporary classroom, Avon- 
bourne secondary girls’ school. Boro’ A. Dep. 
28 : 


2 2s. 

*Bushey U.D.C.—12 flats and 18 houses, Vega-rd. 
E. & 8. Dep. 2 % 

Leighton Buzzard U.D.C.—22 houses at Clarence- 
rd. estate. H. A. Rolls, 15, Bridge-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 8. 

Bucklow R.D.C.—73 houses, with purtenant 
work at two sites. E, & S., 26, Station-bldgs., 
Altrincham. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Reading C.B.—Converting ‘“ The Grove,” Cavers- 
ham, into secondary school for 200 children. C. 
Smith & Son, architects, 1 a Dep. £2 2s. 

*Aldridge U.D.C.—30 houses and 6 bungalows, 
Barns-la., Rushall. Clerk, Dep. £2 2s. 

*East Riding C.C.—Extensions, Riccal) County 
primary schoo!. County A., Beverley. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Nottingham 1.C.—Secondary school, Farn- 
borough-rd., Clifton. City E. & 8S, Dep. £2, 

JANUARY 10. 

*tHants C.C.—Secondary school, Petersfield. 
County Architect, Winchester. Dep. £33s. Tenders 
by February 13. : 

*Wallasey C.B.—Maintenance repairs and rein- 
statement of war damage at Central police station, 
Manor-rd. Boro’ A. 

JANUARY 12. 

Bridgend U.D.C.—28 houses at West House 
housing site No. 1, E. & §., Council Offices, Glan- 
ogwr. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 16. 

*Stockbridge U.D.C.—64 houses, Stubbin Farm 
estate, Deepcar, near Sheffield. Husband & Co., 
368, Glossop-rd,, Sheffield, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wortley R.D,C.—Six houses at Grenoside estate. 
Husband & Co., 388, Glossop-rd., Sheffield, 10, Dep. 
£1 1s 


JANUARY 19, 2 
Horbury U.D.C.—20 houses at Manor Fields. E. 
& $., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s 
JANUARY 21. 
*Gateshead C.B.—Offices, for Boro’ Treasurer’s 
Dept., at Shipcote. H. J. Cook (A.), Chief A. Dep. 


5 5s. 

JANUARY 22. 

Edinburgh T.C.—Dismantling and removal of 
existing bridge at river North Esk, nr. Roslin, and 
supply and erection of a new bridge. City Water 
Engineer, 6, Cockburn:st, 


NO DATE. 

*Penge U.D.C.—2 flats. B. Fielding, C. 

*Rawmarsh U.D.C.—100 houses, Monkwood estate. 
J. R. S. Creighton, S. 

*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—142 houses, Berry-la. 
estate. E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Widnes B.C.—Erection of College of Further 
Education (Stage 1), and County Primary School 
(Stage +) at Ditchfield-rd. B.A., Brendan-hse., 
Widnes-rd. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 2 


8, 
ae U.D.C.—Wrought-iron fencing and 


gates. S. 
JANUARY 1. 
Lincoin nel Surveyor. (Materials.) 
A 


A . 
Cambridgeshire c.c, — County 
(Materials.) 
Harrow U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 


JANUARY 5, 
Maidenhead B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
Monmouthshire ©.C.—Clerk of the 
(Materials.) 


Surveyor. 


Council. 
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Romford B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Sevenoaks U.D.C.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 


JANUARY 7. 
Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—E. & 8. (Materials). 
JANUARY 14. 


Birkenhead C.B.—B.E, & S. (Materials.) 

Ilkeston B.C.—B.E, & 8. (Materials.) 

*Wallasey C.B.—Electrical installation, Mount-rd. 
infants’ school and Park County infants’ school. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 

JANUARY 15. 

Dover B.C.—Boro’ E. (Materials). 


JANUARY 21. 
Ealing B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 2. 
+Guildford &.D.C.—Effingham main drainage 
scheme. J. W. Wilton, F.R.LCS., E, & 8., Mill- 
mead House, Guildford. Dep. £10 10s. Tenders by 
February 11. : f 
Guildford U.D.C.—Ash Vale main drainage 
scheme. J. W. Wilton, F.R.I.C.S., E. & S., Mill- 
mead House, Guildford. Dep. £10 10s. Tenders by 


February 11. ° 
DECEMBER 21. ; 
Edinburgh T.C.—Road and sewer construction at 
Drylaw Main South housing area. Jity. E., 329, 
High-st. 
JANUARY 7. 


Sandy U.D.C.—Construction of roads and sewers. 
E & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

Wolverhampton B.C.—Roads and sewers at Finch- 
field housing estate, Tettenhall. EE, & 8. Town 
Hall. Dep. £3 3s. nine 


D 
Bridgnorth B.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., at 
Grove housing estate. Boro’ S,, College House, 


Bridgnorth. Dep. £2 2s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Finchley.—F.LAts.—B.C. to build 80 flats at Elms- 
hurst estate, Gordon-rd./High-rd. and  Downway. 
Plans by J. R. Southcombe, L.R.i.B.A., Chief 
Architect to B.C. in the Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Dept., 2, Upper Cavendish-ave., N.3. 

Hammersmith.—F ats.—Archard, Worrow and 
Hardy, F./AA.R.1.B.A., 20, Lowndes-sq., S.W.1, are 
architects to B.C, for erection of three-storey block 
of flats at 99-101, Iffley-rd., W.6, for which L.C.C. 
approwal has been granted. 

Hammersmith.—F.LAts.—Plans by Dugdale and 
Whitaker, A/A.R.I.B.A., 5, Bedford-row, W.C.1, for 
proposed erection of small block of flats at 91, 
Coningham-rd., W.12, for B.C. have received L.C.C. 
approval, 

Hammersmith.—Brown and Garlands have re- 
ceived L.C.C. approval for proposed erection of 
five shops at 115-117-123, King-st.,.W.6, with offices 
over and extension of No. 115; and erection of 
offices at 1-2, Down-pl., W.6. and depot for M.W.B. 

Hammersmith.—B.ock or Fiats.—L.C.C. approval 
has been granted to plans for proposed erection of 
four-storey block of flats at 26, Melrose-ter., W.6, 
for B.C. Architect is Neville Conder, A.R.1.B.A., 
807, Howard House, Dolphin-sq., §.W.1. 

Hendon.—F.ats.—B.C. to erect 46 flats and 
maisonettes and 15 houses at junction of Watford 
Way and Barnet Hill, Mill Hill. Architect is H. A. 
Welch, 38, Gloucester-pl., Portman:sq., W.1. 

Leyton.—Scnoo. ExtTeNstons.—B.C. propose exten- 
sions at Tom Hood Secondary School to cost £48,750. 
Plans by Boro’ Engineer and Surveyors’ Dept. 

Thornton Heath.—OsservaTion Warps. — T. 
Graham Crump, 43, George-st., Croydon, is the 
architect for proposed erection of observation 
wards at Mayday Hospital. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abingdon.—B.C. architect has prepared plans for 
proposed erection of shops, maisonettes and flats 
at Wootton-rd. Plans have also been prepared for 
further 16 dwellings. : 

Accrington.—T.C. propose to build 200 houses at 
Within-gr. Housing estate. 

akewell.—R.D.C. to erect further 20 houses at 
various sites. 4 , 

Batley.—T.C. propose to erect 76 houses at Stain- 
cliffe estate, and pair at Laurel-dr., Wilton estate). 
in 1952. 

Belfast—Plans by _ Wm. L. Lowe, & Partners, 
architects, Lord-st., Southport, for erection of low- 
Fog Alene and ae of flats, have received 
Cit rporation approval. 

Belper —-R.D.C. propose erection of 60 houses 
at Woodlands site, 20 at Holloway and eight at 
Horsley. / 

Birkenhead.—R.C. sec. sch. proposed in 1952 pro- 
gramme for Very Rev. Provost Hazelhurst, St. 
Joseph’s, North-rd., Birkenhead. F 

Birmingham.—Extensions to Kings Norton Boys 
Grammar Sch., for E.C, Architect is A. O. Chat- 
terley, 41, Water-st., Birmingham. 

Birmingham.—Botteley & Chaffer, 43, Cannon-st., 
Birmingham 2, are architects for erection of 
assembly hall, Sunday-school, etc., for Methodist 
Trustees. 

Birmingham.—Marks & Spencer, Ltd., propose to- 
build warehouses, stores, offices, etc., at Moor-st. 
and Carrs-la., to cost £35,000. 3 

Bradford,—T.C. seek loan sanction of £175,000 


for erection of traffic division H.Q. at Bolling-rd- 
and Caledonia-st. 


















ials). 


nt-rd. 
‘bool. 


wers. 


finch- 
Town 


at 
Louse, 


ns for 
1 flats 
‘ed for 


ses at 
ses at 


Stain- 
estate). 


rtners, 
of low- 
ceived 


houses 
ght at 


52 pro- 
st, St. 


| Boys’ 
_ Chat- 


non-st., 
ion of 
thodist 


pose to- 
{oor-st. 


2175,000° 
ling-rd. 





December 14 1951 


. Bradford.—Leeds Reg. Bougial Brd., 29-31, East- 
gate, propose rebuilding St. Luke’s hospital. 

Bunbury.—P.C. .Counci! propose the restoration 
ot wartiamaged ciucch; at est. cost of £20,000. 

Cardiff.—Fairholme Products, Ltd., Colchester- ra. 
to build factory at Newport-rd. —T.C. propose to 
erect 92 houses at Caerau-rd. 

Carlisle.—E.C. propose erection of Whinney House 
inf. sch. in 1952 programme. 

Castie Ward.—R.D.C. Housing and Planning 
Com. has approved in principle development scheme 
for Dinnington Colliery involving erection of about 
650 houses, with aged peoples’ houses, shopping 
centre, etc. About 250 houses will be erected 
during the- next two or three years. 

See-C, Culpin & Partner, 3, ere 

London, W.C.i,sare architects to U.D.C. for 
wie of 86 dwellings at Hillview-gdns. 

Chesterfield.—Kennings Estates, Ltd.,Leadmill-rd., 
Sheffield, propose to ae office bl ock at Church-la. 

Chester-le-Street.—U.D . to acquire 51 acres near 
West-la. for housing purposes. 

Coine.—U.D,.C. to erect further 24 houses, Dirker 
estate. 

Coventry.—F. B. Andrews & Son, A.R.1.B.A., 
Colmore-row, Birmingham, are architects for ra 
wae centre to be erected at Keresley, at a cost 
6 ; 


Grewe.—T.C. considering £10,000 crematorium 
scheme, 
Derby.—_C.C. propose scheme for addi to 


county “headquarters, at an est. cost of £1,750,000. 
Ecoles to build 102 houses at Ellesmere 
Park estate. 
Gloucestershire.—C.C. to build schools at Arle, 
sae Churchdown, £140,000;.and Brockworth, 


an iets ae yne.—R. & W. Hawthorn Leslie & 
Co, Hebburn-on-Tyne, are to build a pre- 
fabricating workshop at their shipyard. Archi- 
tects are R. T. James & Partners, St. Nicholas- 
bidgs., ‘Reweaeiiean’ Tyne. 

darrow-on-Tyne,—T.C. to build six flats and 12 
maneseews to cost £22,000 at Stanley-st. Plans by 

. W. T. Perkins, Boro’ E. 

” saeammma meat & Blackbell, ee 
st., Sunderland, are architects for ole paint 
shop at Ellison-pl., for ‘Sterling Foundry Speciali- 
= hcg 

—E.C. propose new nursery sch. at South- 
esdeas -AVE., Lostock Hall; and approved estimate of 
£34,800 for new inf, dept. at Penketh cty. sch. 


Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved scheme 
for ante-natal clinic at Sefton General Hospital, at 
an est. cost of £23,500. 

Macclesfield.—R.D.C. 
Rainow. 


Manchester.—Imperial Chemical Industsien Ltd., 
Ship Canal House, King-st., to erect office block. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved wane of eight 
houses and two cottage flats at Chapel-la. and 
Tweedle Hill-rd., Blackley; and 13 houses and four 
flats (scheme 149) at Tuffley-rd./Greenbrow-rd., 
and a, td., Newall Green. 


Manches or. —T.C. approved erection of cty. prim. 
sch. off Crab. la., Blackley; sub-div. police stn. at 
Hall-la., Baguley ; and home for agéd persons at 
Gorton —E.C. propose erection of crafts block ex- 
tension to Yew Tree sec. sch., Sale-rd., Wythen- 
shawe; alterations and extensions to prim. sch., 
Moston-la., Moston; and additional accommodation 
to Regional College of Art, Old South Manchester 

Grammar sch., Palatine-rd., West Didsbury. 

Mansfield. —Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. to pre- 
pare plans for assistant nurses’ training sch. at 
Victoria Hospital. 

Newsastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. has received sanction to 
borrow £109,651 for erection of 78 houses and flats 
at Montagu estate; £20,316 for 20 bungalows at 
Sores estate ; £163,867 for 99 houses and 26 
flats, ontagu "estate; £14,041 for eight police 
houses at Colwell-pl. and Henshaw-pl.; and £9,855 
pe converting Adderstone House into old peoples’ 
ome, 

Norfotk.—C.C. propose to erect mod. sec, schs. at 
Costessey, Diss and Methwold. 

Oldham.—E.C. seek loan of £261,500 for erection 
Fn jun. sch, at Fitton Hill.—R.C. Diocese of Sal- 

to erect church and presbytery at Roman-rd. 

“Otley. UDS propose to erect flats at Fairfax- 


to erect 12 nemeen at 


Portsmouth.—T.C. propose construction of prim. 
schs. at Somers-rd. and Highbury. 
Rotherham. A ge received approval for Kimber- 
Me Park cty. prim. sch. in 1952 programme and 
. Bede’s R.C. sec, ag reserve. 
pe oe; —B.C. approved plans for dwellin 
houses at Bent Lathes-ave ./Sidwell Park-rd., a 
Francis-cres. North, for Swinden Housing Assn. 
Seisdon.—R.D.C. surveyor has submitted layout 
plan for proposed erection of 108 houses at White 
Hil] and Enville-rd,, Kinver. 
Seisdon.—R.DL. has approved plang for erection 
of 16 houses ro Jenks-ave. 
Smethwick.—Birmingham Aluminium Castings 
Co.,. Ltd., Dartmouthrd., propose to build wor 
extensions. 


THE BUILDER 


South Westmoriand.—R.D.C. propose to erect 20 
houses at Kirkby Lonsdale ; at Milnthorpe; four, 
Hutton Roof; six, Preston atrick; 10, Arnside; 
15, Beetham; and 10, Natland. 

Startforth—R.D.C.’s revised layout plans for 12 
houses at Mickleton have been approved by 
M.H. & L.G. 


Stourbridge.—R.C. authorities propose erection of 
new sec. mod. sch. at Hagley. : 


Stretford.—B.C. re erection of 18 flats at 
422-454, Stretford-r four houses, Mitford-st.; six 
flats, Chester-rd.; i2 flats, site adjoining "War 
Memorial, Chester- rd.; 16 flats, St. Hilda’s Church 
site; and 10 houses, junction of Warwick-rd. South 
and King’s-rd. 


Stretford.—Town planning permission has been 
granted to Littler & Rich for erection of six houses 
at King’s-rd. 

Sunderland.—Corp. Health Com. is including, in 
estimates for 1952, a £55,000 scheme for health 
centre at Springwell- rd; £8,600 scheme for extend- 
ing Thompson Park day nursery; and £20,000 iy % 
i mental health occupational “centre. Boro 

H. C. Bishop, Grange-hse., Stockton- — 
Seilioiank 


Wakefield.—N.R.C.C. propose to build ambulance 
depot at Stanley-rd., at an est. cost of £22,000 

Wallasey.—B.C. to negotiate with Wm, Thornton 
& Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, for proposed erection of 
54 flats and four bungalows. 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. has applied for sanction to 
borrow £47,900 for 34 houses at Foxhunters’ site. 


York.—M. A. Craven & Sons, Ltd., Ebor €onfec- 
tionery Works, propose extensions to factory at 
Coppergate. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Den; ites accepted subject to modification. 
4G Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Abingdon.—24 houses for B.C.: *Kingerlee & 
Sons, £31,873 (subject to M.H. & L.G. approval). 

Alston.—16 houses at The Firs, for R.D.C,: 
*Kearton & Son, Market-pl., Alston, £27,543. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Alterations to fire station at 
Wellington-rd.: *James Ridyard & Sons, Ltd., 
Railway Sawmills, Ashton. 

Barnsley.—Erection of mortuary at St. Mary’s-pl., 
for T.C.: *E. Ibbotson, Wombwell, £4,452. 

Barrow-in-Furness,—Erection of South Newbarns 
Infants’ School at Lesh-la., and Phase 1 of Central 
College of Further Education, for E.C.: *Direct 
Labour, £161,066. 

Birkenhead.—42 houses at Pensby-rd.: *E. 
Williams & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 15, Grange-rd. 
West. 

Birmingham,—Erection of Hillstone prim. sch. at 
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Shard End, for E.C.: 
Monument-td. 

Blackpool.—Improvements to Derby Baths, for 
TA.: *H. Joyce & Sons, Ltd., Press-st., St. Annes, 
£9,980. 

Church.—Erection of eight aged persons’ bunga- 
lows at Lancaster-ave., for U.D.C.: *L. Frankland 
Ltd., Antley-bldg., Accrington, £7,879. 

Coventry.—Erection of dairy at Broad-la., for A. 
Maddisson & Sons: *H. Glarke & Sons, Ltd., 
Coronation-rd., Coventry. 

Cumbertand.— Erection a BO sec. mod. sch. at 
Cleator Moor, for CL.: . Baines & Son, Ltd., 
Culgaith, Cuinberland, 25.695 

Doncaster.—Erection of Parish Church (Clay-la.) 
Infants School: *T. A. Hanson, 38, Rowan Mount, 
Wheatley Hills, £23,216. 

Dorking.—Eight houses at Chart Down estate, for 
U.D.C.: *G. J. Arthur & Sons, Ltd., £12,267, 

East Ham.—Erection of sanitary and lavatory 
accommodation for infant and junior boys at Salis- 
7 School, Manor Park. 

J. Manning (Bldrs.), Barking soy = 
ashtord and Moll, Ltd., E.C.1 . 4,975 
*Manser and Fisk, Ltd., Manor Park, “E.12... 4.8%. 

(Subject to agreed variations.) : 

Guildford.—38 dwellings, Longacre, Ash, for 
R.D&. uantities by F. W. Norris, A.R.I.C.S,, 
16, Church-st., Godalming: *E. Clarke & 6ons, 
Ltd., Addlestone, Surrey, £50,356 

Hartlepool.—10 shops and ib houses at West 
View, for T.C.: *T, M. Stonehouse, Ltd., Osborne- 
rd., West Hartlepool, £32,436. 

Heston and Isleworth.—15 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings and 18 flats at The Laurels housing estate: 
*Arthur Watson, Ltd., Hounslow, £51,169. 

Liverpoo!l.—Erection of hospital ward and nurses’ 
home units at Broadgreen Hospital, for Regional 
Hospital Board: *Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Liver- 
pool, 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 

of £500 or over for week ended December 8. 

Internal electrical wiring services: Southern Elec- 
tricity Board, Maidenhead Berks; South weaiee 
Electricity Board, Bristol, 1. Building work ;. J. 
Deacon, Lid., Li chfield, Staffs; W. 8 Lusher ¥ 
Son, Sprowston, Norwich; J. ‘M. Jones & Sons 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., Maidenhead. 

Painting work: Archibald Macdonald, Forres, 
Morayshire; G. and J, Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 


*B. Whitehouse & Sons, 247, 


nr. Bolton; "James Blake, Ltd., Aberdeen. Surface 
dressing work: W. and J. Glossop, Ltd., London, 
1 maintenance work: W. Sindall, 


Wa. 
Cambridge. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended December 1 :— 

East Lothian: Haddington, aeetien of & onenelie 
T.E., Brown & Fraser & bridge, 
North Berwick. Essex : Socihend gen Court,. 
Alterations and additions, Taylor & Moore, 63, West- 

p tcliff-on-Sea. Lincolnshire : Skegness, 
Roman Bank, H.P.O. & T.E., Hutted extension, 
John Porter & Son, 51, Grosvenor- rd., 8 
Midlothian : Edinburgh, Russell-rd. 
{Storés Dept.), Erection of factory finishing shop, 
Hanarthy & Paul, 74, Leith-walk, Edinburgh. 
Nottinghamshire : D.0.C.P. Stores, Bircotes Airfield, 
Internal decorations, Charles Scott & Son, Westgate, 
Mansfield. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended December 1 :— 





Se lueerhiee Blctrical installations, Drake & 
Gorham (Contractor % Manchester. ucking- 
hamshire : Fencing, pentoia Fencing & Eng. Co., 
Ltd., Watford. Hampshire : Demo! ge Boy- 
land & Son, Bournemouth. Cornwall : Miscellaneous, 
St. Austell Bldrs., Ltd., St. Austell. 

Kent: Painting, Allen McDermott, Bradford; 


Painting, Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., 
London, W.8. Surrey : Painting, Alfred Bagnall & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W.12 ampshire: Miscel- 
laneous, K. W. Dowman, Southampton. 
Manchester.—Works for ‘1.C.:—Alterations to 
science laboratory at Didsbury Central sch.: 
*Robert Street & Co. (Salford), Ltd.; nine houses 
at Newall Green, six houses at Woodhouse Park, 
and 54 flats at Baguley Hall: *-J. C. Darley, Ltd., 
Manchester ; adaptations of “ Allandale,” owt 
gate-rd., Al Fn a as home for aged: *R. R. 
J. Willan, > Sale; and erection of new heater 
at Moston: *Henry Green & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Manchester. e 
Newcastle.—11 houses and 12 flats, for T.C.: 
ews & aoe me Raby-st., Newedstle 
'yne.—25 houses and 14 flats, for 
TC. wey. aw, Santen. St. Cuthhert’s-rd., Gateshead 
Newcastie-on-Tyne.—14 houses and 18 flats at 
Blakelaw estate, for T.C.: *C. 8. Hogg, West-rd., 
Newcastle. 
Nottingham .—10-storey teaching block at, Techni- 
cal College, for E.C.: *F. G. Minter, Ltd., London. 
Oidham.—Further 100 houses at Fitton Hilt 
estate, for B.C.: impey & Co., Ltd. 
Penrith.—28 houses: at Holmeriggs. ave., for 
U.DL,: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 
Smethwick.—34 Lg at Great Arthur-st., for 
B.C.: *Direct Labo 
ames at Heathfield-rd. site, for 
B.C.: “Mortis B Bros. Estates (Southport), Ltd., Carz- 
la., Ainsdale, £64,214. 
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South ieee uote and 12 flats at Lizard- 
la., for T.C.: *J. Black (Jun.), Ltd., Glen-st., 
Hebburn-on- Tyne, Es, 197. 
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THE BUILDER 


South Westmoriand.—Six houses at Beetham, for 
R.DA.: *G. F. Postlethwaite, £9,583; and eight 
flats and sites works on south of Rigney Bank, 
Milnthorpe: *J. Dixon & Sons, Carnforth, £10,619. 

Stourbridge.—102 houzes, 40 flats and 10 bunga- 
lows at Wollaston Farm estate, for B.C.: *Nathan 
Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgley. 

Stretford.—20 houses at Radstock-rd. site, for 
B.C.: *Albert Wallwork, Ltd., Stretford, £28,210. 


Stroud.—R.D.C. have prepared lay-out, meee for 
erection of 64 houses at Stonehouse Park site. 

Uiverston.—Construction of pathological labora- 
tory and alterations to treatment block at High 
Carle Sanatorium, for Manchester Regional 
Hospital Board: *Wm. Hull & Sons, Ltd., Rawlin- 
son-st., Barrow. 

Bg egy houses at Kettlethorpe estate, for 

: *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Wakefield. 

ypidcncen —Works for B.C.:—24 flats and three 
bungalows: *W. H. Farrell, Ltd., Runcorn, £34,033 ; 
12 flats and two bungalows: *J. Boyd & Co., 
(Wallasey), Ltd., 44, Borrowdale-rd., Moreton, 
£19,261; 14 houses: *S. Burrows & Sons, Ltd,, Hoy- 
lake-rd., Moreton, £18,394; and 12 houses: *T. Rule, 
Harlian-hse., Cobham-rd., Moreton, £17,114. 

Waltham Holy Cross.—40 houses at Paternoster- 
hill estate, Waltham Abbey, for U.D.C. Architect is 
R. H. AL Jones, IBA. Thames-hse., West- 


minster, S.W.1, and quantities by Thurgood, Son & 
Chidgey, 4, Broad-st. bidgs., Liverpool-st., E.C.2:- 
Kind & Co. (Builders), Ltd., 564, High- rd. 
Leytonstone, E.11. . £80,264 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Wellesley- rd., 
‘Croydon sony Waa 
Davies Bros. ‘(Buckhurst | Hill), Ltd., 167, 
Queen’s-rd., Buckhurst Hill . sae .. 79,497 
Hubert ©. Leach, Ltd., 261, High-st., 
Waltham Cross .. 78,995 


Tersons, Ltd., 1, Seward- vam “Goswell rd., 
. + ik Be me 7 


78,750 








) STEEL: CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Gente, Segre. Strand, London, W.€.2 
TEMple Bar 5621 















Patent 


Boyle's -cevz.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 

















December 14 1951 


a Bilton, Bilton-lise., 113, Park-st., 77,697 
Ww. . Cooper, Matilda- St. Caledonian- << 
77,280 


= 
Bostock & Partners. "22, “Gyllngdune-gdns., 
Seven Kings 77,168 
byte Construction Co., 2, Acre-la., 
S.W.2 75,340 


W. F. Marshall, Lid., 7, Stradbroke- gr. 

Buckhurst Hill 74,700 
Geo. P. Walker & Sons, Putney- rd. ‘Enfield 74,516 
*“Jenners (Builders), Ltd., High-rd.,, 

ford Bridge . .. 63,207 

(Subject to “Ministry approval.) 

_Warso p.—24 dwellings at Leeming-la. estate, for 
U.D.C.: *Crook & Butler, Ltd., Victoria-st., Mans 
field, £32,242. 

West Bromwich.—14 shops and 10 flats at Hate- 
ley Heath estate, for B.C.: *Blakeway (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., £26,844. 

Wigan.—Houses for RJD.C.:—Eight at Haigh: 
*James Gaskell & Sons, Ltd.; and four at Sheving- 
ton: *L. Dickenson, Upholland. 

Winchester.—96 houses at Weeke Manor estate, 
for TA.: *C.PC. (Southampton), £133,924 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


friend . 
in need - 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 





SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 








uilding Contractors. 





Registered Office : Works? 


61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
EC1 KENT 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexley Heath 5651-4 























